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EDITORIAL NOTES 
WHAT IS BEHIND THE 
SRSP DECISION ON 





SOMALI—USSR RELATIONS ? 


The decision taken by the CC of the SRSP on November 13th 
to abrogate the Somali Soviet friendship Treaty came after a long pe- 
riod of patience, after taking a carefull ballance sheet of all options 
and possibilities. For sometime now, the USSR has been pursuing 
policies vis a vis the Horn Africa inimical to SDR. The decision did 
not come about as a result of emotional attitude, careful observation 
and analysis showed that USSR policies have objectively made the 
USSR on enemy of the SDR. 


The Soviet - Somali friendship Treaty reflected common inte- 
rests and principles. The relations between the USSR and Somalia 
were founded on mutual advantages and shared perspectives. As ti- 
me went on, it became obvious that the USSR was pursuing policies 
contrary to the spirit and letter of the Treaty. A decline in the rela- 
tions between the two former friends was naturally visible and a 
rupture in the freindship treaty became inevitable. 


The SDR spared no efforts in appealing both to the USSR and 
Cuba to stop their menacing interference in the affairs within the 
Ethiopian Empire. The USSR and Cuba had, however, taken an im- 
placable stand and they remained deaf to all appeals, to all forms ot 
reasoning and friendly advice. They intensified their brazen interfe- 
ce expected of them. 


The Soviet Union continued to pour huge quantities of highly sop- 
historicated weapons into Ethiopia and Cuba adventuristically poured 
in soldiers to fight colonial wars against 
national liberation movements. In addition to these 
the USSR began to orchestrate a vicious propaganda 
campaign against the SDR, seeking to portray Somalia as a tool of 
imperialist intrigues which is not absolutely the case in the Horn of 
Africa. Such propaganda clouds serve as a smokescreen to conceal 
the truth; the truth is that the USSR. for state strategic interests, 
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wants to use Mengistu’s Ethiopia as trace foot hold in Africa. They 
see its great potentiality as a «Client state». Accordingly, they turn a 
deaf ear to the protests of all those progressive forces being destro- 
yed by the Addis-Ababa regime. Similarly they do not wish to con- 
sider the problems of the colonized nations within Ethiopia; in fact 
they are willing and eager to provide Mengistu with all the necessary 
supports - political economic and military to wage genocidal wars 
against Eritrean and Western Somali peoples. Such policies betray 
the principles of justice and the merits of struggling for liberty, so- 
cialism and peace. The USSR and her allies are pursuing classical 
machiavellian policies guided by the assertion: «The end justifies all 
means». 


Following the tension and the relexation in the Somali - USSR 
relations, speculative questions have arisen: which path will Somalia 
take? On whom must she rely? to answer these questions one must 
note that since the October 21st 1969 Revolution, Somalia has been 
pursuing a socialist oriented path to development, and that such a 
cLoice reflects on objective historical necessity; it was not impcsed 
subjectively from outside. The first Charter of the Revolution decla- 
red the need to struggle for freedom, unity and progress of the Soma- 
li people; This struggle will continue until the objectives have been 
realised. Socialism is not a monopoly of the Soviet Union, every 
country has the right to adopt socialism to fill its specific conditions 
and needs. 


The controversy ini the Horn of Africa is not a border dispute 
between the SDR and Ethiopia, it is the outcome of the liberation 
struggles of the Western Somali People, Eritrea, and other nationali- 
ties waging wars against a century - old Ethiopian colonialism. It is 
a consequence of inevitable armed struggles of freedom fighters a- 
gainst colonialism, after all peaceful means had been exhausted as 
their ripht for self-determination continued to be denied. 


It is incumbent upon all the progressive nations of the world to 
pay careful attention to the situation in the Horn where historical 
problems have been aggravated and the progressive forces are being 
exterminated. Every nation on earth, no matter how big or small, 
strong or weak, has the right to seek and safeguard its freedom, uni- 
ty and dignity. No power on earth can eliminate such aspirations, 
and no one can in the long run, divert the course of progress, unity 
and peace of tuis region. 
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Political, Social and Economic Affairs 
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The foundation of the 


general federation of 
the Somali cooperatives 





The founding Congerss of the 
General Federation of the Somali 
Cooperatives will take place on 
the 7th-10th January 1978. 

All Somali cooperative union 
will take part in the congress which 
will be organised by the coopera- 
tive Bureau of the Central Commi- 
ttee of the Somali Revolutionary 
Socialist Party. 


To mark the importance of fou- 
nding such an organisation of a 
cooperative, we have to point out 
two fundamental points:- 

1) Te Role of the cooperatives in 
the economic and social develop- 
ment of the country. 

2) To what level the implemen- 
tation of the cooperatives reached 
since 21st October Revolution. 


ROLS OF THE COOPERATI- 
VES IN ECONOMIC, SOCIAL 
AND POLITICAL ASPECTS IN 
SOMALIA. 


As we know, the developing 
countries inherited backward socio- 
economic and political systems 
from their colonizers. This makes 
it imperative for us to cope with 
these problems and responsiblities 
heroically and courageously, 


Soon after independence, the co- 
lonized peoples discovered the ac- 
ute of problems of underdevelop- 
ments that faced them. Experience 


has it that there is a close rela- 
tionship between economic under- 
development and the neo-colonial 
situation that these countries found 
themselves bound to the metropo- 
politan, When this relationhsip 
was discovered, it became possible 
for serious leaders to change this 
situation and bring about profound 
social and economic 
tions. 


transforma- 


Somalia is one of the develop- 
ing countries which depends on 
the development of the mo- 
de of production in the interior. 
(The vast majroity of the 
Somali population are nomads 
who live in the interior). The de- 
velopment of the mode of produc- 
tion in the interior is not only 
enough, but also to change or de- 
velop the forces of production is 
necessary. 


THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
COOPERATIVES IN THE SDR. 


The 21st October Revolution 
proved the way to a socialist-or- 
iented development. Accordingly, 
many important projects were im- 
plemented since then. The imple- 
mentation of these projects broug- 
ht about a wide development in 
every sector. Founding an organi- 
sation of a cooperative system is 
considered as one of the most im- 


(Adan Muse Jibril) 


portant achievements of the Soma- 
li Revolution. Law Number 40 of 
October, 1973, concerning the de- 
velopment of the cooperatives wás 
not acknowledged without a politi- 
cal justification. Before this, came 
a decision aimed freeing the econo- 
my of the country from exploita- 
tion. 


On this basis, agricultural coo- 
peratives came into existence, as 
the most important and active coc- 
perative in our economy. Though 
the establishment and management 
law of the cooperatives came out 
in 1973 yet it is doubtless that pri- 
nciplly the political organisation of 
the cooperatives began with the 
birth of the 21st October Revolu- 
tion. However actively under the 
guidance of Somali Revolutionary 
Council, the cooperatives were 
started in 1972, It was directly ad- 
ministered by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and political Bureau of the 
SRSP. 


Though it was only a short time 
since the birth of 21st Oc. Re- 
volution, yet there is no doubt 
that the formation of a cooperati- 
ves system that is in an advanced 
stage qualitatively and quantitati- 
tatively which contributes a 
big sphere in the economic pro- 
duction of the country. Now 
there are 47 cooperatives 
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(elementy); known as «Ujeeddo 
Badan» intiltipurposé) and 211 
bigger cooperatives (intermediate) 
which atë known as «Tacab wä- 
daag». These cooperatives use an 
area of 29173 hectors, 19808 Hec- 
tors depend on itfigation system 
while the rest 9365 Hectors depend 
on rain water. Tke number of the 
people in these cooperatives is ab- 
out 12945, 


The production level of the coo- 
petatives are expected to rise in 
the near future when peasatits 
learn to share and cooperate with 
each other fully and learh to im- 


prove the tools of prodtiction and 
use modern machinéry. 


So as to assure the developments 
of Somali cooperatives, the coc 
perative Bureau of the CC of the 
SRSP is impleimetiting fully the po- 
licy of the Party and State of Ag- 
ricultural developinent as is wřit- 
ten in the Pafty ptogramme. 

It is the responsibility of the eoep- 
etative Bureau to establish the Ge- 
neral Federation of Sofhali coopét- 
atives in a month, 


From the 7th-10th of January, 
1978, the founding of thë Coopët- 


ative Bureau is éxpectéed to take 
place, of most sticcessful endeavour 
fot the dévelopment of thé cdoper- 
ative work in thé Somali Democrs- 
tic Republic. 








1. The Parties to the conflict: A 
brief Historical background: 


The typical feature of colonia. 
lism — whether overland or ovér- 
seas — is the creation of a multi- 
national State on a hierarchical 
basis, the lower groups (in this 
case the colonized peoples) serv- 
ing the economic, strategic and 
military needs of the top - the co- 
lonizers. However in the case of 
overland colonization, economic 
motive are overshadowed by con- 
siderations of security, atid temp- 
tations nourished by the existence 
of a power vacttum ih contigous 
(colonizable) areas. The valite of 
large continguous areas usually li- 
es in the opporttinities they prese- 
nt for defence in depth. Ethiopia's 
occupation of Western Somalia 
(Ogaden), as well as Bale, Atusi 


and Sidamo satisfied these military 
and defence needs. Whereas, the 
anntxation of Eritreas, the annex- 
dispensable access to the sea. 


This is not to say that coloniza- 
tion has always been undertaken 
for the consciously realized purpo- 
se of achieving specifically stated 
objectives. Yet, what matters is 
the effect, and not the declared 
motive, for the interested party 
usually offers a fascinating politi- 
cal ideology as a basis for its im- 
perial expansionism. Spanish colo- 
nization may have been carried 
out for the propagation of chris- 
tianity or the French may have te- 
garded their colonial expansion as 
an instrument of fulfilling their 
civilizing mission in the world; 
while the Italians were merely aspi- 
ring toa «place sun ». Yet all these 


zej J eas 


The legitimacy of the armed struggle 
of the people of Western Somalia 


ers acted in lines which in the re- 
sult improved their political posi- 
tion and added to their political 
power influence and economic and 
military muscle. King Menelik of 
Abyssinia, on the other hand, was 
aiming to create for himself an 
Empire, comprising almost all of 
the peoples of North Eastern Af- 
rica. Thus, the European powers 
competing for the colonization of 
of the Horn, in order to dominate 
over the strategic Southern entran- 
ce to the Red Sea, found an ally, 
and at the same time, an opponent 
in the monarch of the Abyssinian 
highlands. 


As an ally, who prided himself 
as being the king of a christian Is- 
land ina sea of pagans, he was 
more than willing to give them a 
hand in their endeavours; but he 
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was also bent upon improving his 
colonization of contiguous territo- 
ries, which rendered him a formida- 
ble opponent and a competitor 
anxious to balance the colonial ex- 
pansion of the other powers. 


«If powers at a distance come 
forward to partition Africa bet- 
ween them; I do not intend to be 
an indifferent spectator». Menelik 
observed in a circular letter to the 
European powers. (1), He then go- 
es on to claim almost all of the So- 
mali territories, half of Kenya, and 
a portion of Sudan, including 
Khartoum; and pledges to annex 
them all in the future. As regards 
the Somali territories, he was then 
aware of the weakness of his tra- 
ditional opponents to the East, and 
the relative strenght of his position 
in the aftermath of Abyssinian’s 
adhesion to the Brussels act of 18- 
90, and the consequent supply of 
arms and ammunition received fr- 
om the European powers. He Thus 
embarked on an invasion of these 
territories, and succeeded in the oc- 
cupation of Harar, a thriving com- 
mercial and cultural center which 
had in the past defied, and heroi- 
cally repulsed all Abyssinian attem- 
pts at encroachment, The fall of 
Harar marked the Rise of a new 
Empire and the domination of an 
up-to-then independent nation; and 
Menelik, fully aware of this, wro- 
te to the British consular Agent in 
Aden: «Amir Abdulla (the ruler 
of Harar) would suffer no chris- 
tian in his country. He was another 
Gragne, (2) but by the help of 
God I fought him, destroyed 
and hoisted my flag in his capital, 
and my troops occupied his city. 


(3). 





Sir Harry Johnston had argued 
at the time of Menelik’s circular 
letter, that «Abyssinia for 





many reasons connected with its 
history, its religion, and sturdy as- 
sertion of independence, deserves 
more than any state of Africa to 
preserve her independence, provi- 
ded she will abstain from offence, 
and recognize her true geographi- 
cal limits». (4) But the European 
powers were not willing to chal- 
lenge Abyssinia even though it 
had embarked now on an expan- 
sionist compaign for a variety of 
reasons, In the first instance. the 
religious factor was still there, and 
the connotations of statehood char- 
acterized by centralized political 
organization similar to that of the 
Europeans differentiated it from 
all other African entities. Added to 
this was the growing military stren- 
gth of Menelik, who now rose to 
the status of Emperor and was 
thus aspiring to join the club of im- 
perialist powers bying with each 
to «propogate the light of christia- 
nity and to fulfil their civilizing 
mission» in Africa through colonial 
annexation and domination. Hence 
their readiness to let Abyssinia ac- 
tively participate in the acquisition 
of colonial territories; and the con- 
sequent stipulation of treaties to 
that effect with Emperor Menelik. 
(5) Indeed, it was through these 
treaties that the European powers 
sought to legitimize the imperial co- 
nquests of Menelik, by, bringing 
him into the web of the new colo- 
nial international law created as a 
result of the Berlin conference of 
1884, The way was therefore cl- 
eared for Emperor Menelik’s over- 
land colonization, offered him in 
aid and appeasement by the over- 
seas colonizers who found in him 
a reliable accomplice and a useful 
ally in carving up the North-East- 
rn territories and peoples of Afri- 
ca into separate spheres of op- 
pression and domination. 

The Somali people, on the other 
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hand, found themselves subjected 
to separate colonial administration 
and forced to observe the colonial 
traced boundary lines which fen- 
ced them from each other, in or- 
der to obliterate their common cul- 
tural identity and destroy their na- 
tional unity. 


Their resistance to this arran- 
gement did not however wea- 
ken for a moment, and throu- 
gh a long and protracted 
struggle they succzeded to over- 
throw the saltwater colonizers and 
regain their independence from 
Italy, Britain and lately France. 
It was therefore only natural that 
their efforts should now be direc- 
ted against the over-land invader 
who have continued to occupy 
their territory, and oppress their 
people feigning to ignore that the 
era of colonialism was coming to 
an end in Africa. 


II — The nature of the conflict: 
The Liberation movement of the 
people of western Somalia (Oga- 
den) undtr Ethiopian coloniza- 
tion gathered strength at the sa- 
me time as the moyements in the 
other parts of the truncated Somali 
nation, Local sections of the So- 
mali Youth League» were active 
in the Ethiopian-occupied territor- 
ies as far back as 1945, and unti- 
tingly strove for the liberation of 
their territory from the alien Ethio- 
pian rule by continually petitio- 
ning the British provisional mili- 
tary administration of the area. 
Later, when the U. N. was deba- 
ting the disposal of former Italian 
occupied territories, inhabitants of 
western Somalia submitted a num- 
ber of petitions to the four-power 
commission charged in to inves- 
tigate the wishes and aspirations 
of the Somali people, and expres- 
sed their desire to be united with 
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other Somalis under a U.N. 
trusteeship administration. In 
one of those petitions it was ob- 
served that «the Ogaden is not 
an integral part of Ethiopia. It 
is a territory which the Ethiopians 
have conquered by invasion half 
a century ago, and over which 
they can exercise authority only 
through the use of considerable 
armed forces», (6) thus, the stru- 
ggle for the liberation of the peo- 
ple of western Somalia is not a 
new phenomenon; but dates back 
to the end of the second world 
war and coincides with the wider 
struggle of all the Somalis for 
freedom and independence from 
colonial occupation and alien do- 
mination. The struggle was na- 
turally intensified when two por- 
tions of the Somali territory ac- 
hieved their independence from 
Britain and Italy and immediately 
united to form the Somali Re- 
public. The people of western 
Somalia, fully aware of the fact 
that overland colonizers can only 
be dislodged through an armed 
struggle, started to wage a war of 
liberation against the occupying 
Ethiopian authorities. 


The imperial Ethiopian govern- 
ment blamed the Somali Republic 
for the activities of the freedom 
fighters and accused Somalia of 
fomenting the war in the occupied 
Ogaden, so that it could justify 
its acts of aggression against the 
young Republic in the eyes of the 
public opinion in Africa, and 
throughout the world, The conflict 
was therefore presented by the 
Ethiopian Government as a border 
dispute between the two neighou- 
ring states in order to cloack over 
the real nature of the conflict that 
was raging in the Ogaden, This 
was mainly done in order to mar- 
shall the support of the newly 


independent African states which, 
for reasons of political stability 
were negatively tuned towards 
border dispute. Hence, the Ethio- 
pian Government, through the pro- 
pagation in Africa and elsewhere 
of the false picture of a border 
dispute attempted to divert the at- 
tention of the African states from 
the root issue underlying the tense 
situation in the Horn, and to inti- 
midate newly independent African 
states by asserting that, «It is in 
the interest of all Africans now to 
respect the frontiers drawn on the 
maps, whether they are good or 
bad, by the former colonizers», si- 
nce, according to the then Ethiopi- 
an Prime Minister, «If we are to re- 
draw the map of Africa on reli- 
gious, social and linguistic grounds 
I am afraid, that many states will 
cease to exist» (7) The Somali 
government, on the other hand, 
continued to prospect the true pic- 
ture of the conflict which pitted 
the inhabitants of the Ethiopian- 
occupied territories against the im- 
perial government. 


A boundary dispute arises out 
of an «undefined boundary line, 
negligent or inexact drafting of 
boundary agreements and insuffi- 
cient marking of established boun- 
daries on the ground», (8) It is 
of course true that the boundaries 
between the Somali Republic and 
Ethiopia remain underlimited but 
this is only secondary to the pri- 
mary and fundamental question 
of an Ethiopia-occupied Somali 
territory. With whom should So- 
malia enter into a boundary agree- 
ment, when the areas adjacent to 
its borders were only illegally oc- 
cupied and forcefully annexed by 
Ethiopia, subjecting their popula- 
tions to colonial oppression and 
domination? 

The question then arises as to 


es ee 


the proper qualification of the con- 
flict in the area. The OAU has 
on several occasions under Ethio- 
pian pressure, evaded the subs- 
tantive issues involved in the So- 
mali-Ethiopian dispute, relegating 
it to the status of a border dispute. 
This has been the major reason 
why the OAU has proved in ef- 
fective in mediating between the 
two countries. Simply stated, the 
fact is that, as shown above in the 
introductory remarks, Ethiopia 
occupied, at the same time as the 
European colonial powers towards 
the end of the 19th century a por- 
tion of Somali territory, thus parti- 
cipating in the colonial partition of 
Somalia. It is not therefore the 
Somali Republic which claims 
Ethiopian territory, but it is the 
Somali people under Ethiopian 
colonization who are striving to 
to regain their independence from 
Ethiopia. The only thing 
that Somalia has done in the past 
and continues to do today is to 
present the plight of those to the 
world and naturally to support 
their quest for the right of self- 
determination in the same way as 
it supports all other liberation 
movements in the third world. 


Somalia’s staunch support to 
the freedom fighters in the Ogaden 
earned her the enemity of Ethio- 
pia, which like any other colonial 
power, considered the struggle 
for independence of the peoples 
of Western Somalia as well as 
the political and diplomatic support 
they were getting from such coun- 
tries as Somalia, a threat to its 
territorial integrity. This same ar- 
gument was repeatedly used by the 
metropolitan colonial powers with 
respect to their colonies in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America, However, 
it has been as repeatedly rejected 
in international forums for its 
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blatant incompatibility with the 
right to self-determination of colo- 
nized peoples (infra). 


In the practice of the United 
Nations a war of liberation is dẹ- 
fined as a «struggle of the peo- 
ples under colonial rule to exerci- 
se their right to self - determina- 
tion and independence» (9). The 
crucial word is «colonial», which 
in other resolutions used together 
with such expression as «alien do- 
mination» and «foreign occupa- 
tion» (10) with which it enjoys 
an intimate affinity bordering on 
synonimity, The word has often 
been associated with the relation- 
ship that ties European metropolit 
an powers to their overseas terrrit- 
ories thus indicating the da 
mination of « people of European 
stock over a third world nation. 
Hence, identifying colonialism 
with overseas colonization, perha- 
ps because of the rarity of oyer- 
land colonialisms in the 20th cen- 
tury. This does however mean that 
the latter type does not at all ex- 
ist, for the historical precedents 
of the Ethiopisn Empire as an 
overland colonizers are represent- 
ed by the Austro-Hungarian 
and Ottoman Empires in Europe 
and Asia, which have naturally 
disintegrated under the pressure of 
the oppressed peoples striving for 
the attainment of their rights to 
self-determination. 


Thus if the Ethiopian coloniza- 
tion of the peoples of Eriteria and 
Western Somalia have not attracted 
much attention in world forums, 
this must be attributed to the ex- 
cessive preoccupation of interna- 
tional community with the over- 
seas colonization of the European 
powers - the so-called pigmenta- 
tional self-determination (11). 


It can't however be at all dou- 
bted that their struggle constitutes 
a just and legitimate wer of liber- 
tion. 


A war of liberation is essential- 
ly constituted of two elements: 
The parties to the conflict 
and the aim of the conflict 
The parties to the conflict are on 
the one hand are people, organized 
through « liberation movement, 
and on the other hand the consti- 
tuted government of the territory 
the aim of the conlict is allainment 
of the right to self-determination 
for which the people fight against 
the constitute government. The par- 
ties to conflict distinguish it from a 
conflict between states and the obj- 
ective distinguishes war of libera- 
ation from civil war (12). The 
struggle of the people of Western 
Somalia enjoys all these charact- 
teristics, and can therefore be qu- 
alified only as a war of national 
liberation of the same juridical 
and political status as all other 
wars of national liberation recog- 
nized by the U.N. and the OAU. 


Naturally the Ethiopian autho- 
rities continue to deny this status 
to the Western Somali Liberation 
Front, for this has been the prac- 
tice of all colonial powers when- 
ever their domination was challan- 
ged by a politically-conscious move- 
ment ready to resort to armed str- 
uggle in order to throw off the 
colonial yoke. 


III. Wars of National Liberation 
and internationul Law. 


During the heyday of coloniali- 
sm, colonial wars or wars of na- 
tional liberation were deemed to 
be an internal conflict. The imper- 
ial powers considered their colo- 
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lonial posessions as part and par- 
cel of their territories. Thus the 
struggle of subjected peoples try- 
ing to overthrow the bondage 
and regain their freedom was vie- 
wed as standing beyond the pur- 
view of international law. The 
Law of nations was applicable on- 
ly to the relations between a 
select club of communities known 
as the «civilized nations», whereas 
the colonized people being «back- 
ward» or «barbarians», were not 
eligible for the protection of inter- 
national Law (13). 


This practice has persisted up 
to the conclusion of the Geneva 
Diplomatic conference on Human- 
itarian Law of 1949 (14), The 
first evidence of « change in this 
attitude is found by the Polish ju- 
rist, Manfred Lachs, in the Gene- 
va agreements of 1945 concern- 
ing indochina. According to Lachs 
«the Geneva agreements recogni- 
zed that national liberation wars, 
by which peoples realize their rig- 
ht to self-determination, as just 
wars are from the standpoint of 
Law legitimate wars. Recognizing 
the international legal character of 
national liberation wars, they coi- 
ncidentally regarded as internal le- 
gal processes of the metropolitan 
country or the empire, that the 
hands of the colonial powers are 
not free to pacify and suppress 
national liberation movements» 


(15). However, the proposition 
that the ties between an imperial 
power and its colonies were regu- 
lated by domestic Law alone first 
came under fire immediately after 
the institution of the United Na- 
tions organization. The objections 
raised by the colonial powers in 
the basis of paragaraph 7 of art. 
2 of the charter concerning inter- 
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ference in the domestic affairs of 
member states were found to be 
invalid wherever the principle of 
self-determination was involved, 
(16) The key development was 
therefore the appearance in the 
charter of the United Nations of 
the reference to «the principle ol 
equal rights and self-determination 
of peoples», subsequently, in Res- 
olution 637 A(VII) of 16 Dece- 
mber 1952 the General Assembly 
recommended, inter alia, that 
athe state members of the United 
Nations shall uphold the principle 
of self-determination of peoples 
and nations.» (17) The newly in- 
dependent states of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America tock up these 
principles and further develop 
them into a new higher Law cf 
«anti-colonialism» by resolving, in- 
ter-alia, in the conference of the 
non-aligned nations in Cairo (19- 
64) that: 





«The process of liberation is ir- 
resistible and irreversible. Coloniz- 
ed peoples may legitimately resort 
to arms to secure the full exercise 
of their right to self-determination 
and independence if colonial pow- 
ers persist in opposing their natu- 
ral aspirations» (18); and the Af- 
rican Heads of states and Govern- 
ments meefing in Addis-Ababa in 
May 1963, «convinced that it is 
the inalienable right of all people 
to control their own destiny» ple- 
ged themselves «to eradicate all 
forms of colonialism from Africa.» 
(19) Meanwhile, the United Na- 
tions General Assembly had adop- 
ted the Declaration on the Gran- 
ting of independence to colonial 
countries and peoples. The decla- 
ration, which constituted a water- 
shed in the international norms 
concerning colonial conflicts, re- 
gards the principles of self-deter- 
mination as a part of the obliga- 


tions stemming from the charter, 
and clearly affirms that all armed 
action or repressive measures of 
all kinds directed against depen- 
dent peoples shall cease in order to 
enable them to exercise peacefully 
and freely their right to comp- 
Ite independence and the integri- 
ty of their national territory shall 
be respected», (20) The Declara- 
tion resulted in the adoption of 
numerous resolutions aimed at le- 
gimizing anti-colonial wars. 


These resolutions render it le- 
gal for third states to assist libera- 
tion movement, and extend the 
protection of international Law to 
the freedom fighters, (21) The 
manner in which the security coun- 
cil handled the issue of Indonesia 
in 1947 should have served as an 
eyeopener for the colonial powers, 
and shown them the growing tide 
of anticolonialism within the inter- 
national community. Once the 
security had decided that the Indo- 
nesian dispute constituted a danger 
to international peace and security. 
the fact that, otherwise the poli- 
tical development of Indonesia 
was a matter exclusively within the 
jurisdiction of the Netherlands 
could be largely ignored. 


The new trend gaining ground 
that disregard of the right of 
self-detrrmination undermines the 
basis of friendly relations among 
nations. Thus the relationship bet- 
ween self-determination and legiti- 
mate international concern was 
spelled out. This relationship is a 
vital one, because the principle 
of self-determination and the ma- 
intenance of international peace 
and security are inseparable: Peo. 
ple seeking independence from 
those unwilling to grant it, or in 
any event unwilling to grant it on 


=% 


the terms demanded are likely to 
create an international conflict. 


Hence, the resort to arms is 
now considered legitimate, The as- 
sumption is that the national libe- 
ration war of a colonized people 
is nothing but a response an act 
of aggression commited earlier by 
the imperialist pawer. The peoples 
subjected to foreign occupation 
and alien domination preserve the 
right to counter action to an impe- 
rialist aggression for ihe duration 
of the whole period of annexation 
of their territory. At any moment 
the opprossed people, living in the 
territory annexed by the impria- 
list state, have the right to leunch 
a national liberation struggle agai- 
nst their colonizers. Such a strug- 
gle can only be considered as ju 
and legitimate, since, in the fii 
place, neither aggression nor enna- 
xation enjoy the benefits of « sta- 
tute of limitations and in the se- 
cond place, international law for- 
bids aggression and consequent an- 
nexation puts them outside the 
Law. 








So, where the imperial state 
bears the duty to give effect the 
the principle of self-determination 
the colonized people hold the con- 
current right fo secure from it 
prompt and adequate fulfillment of 
its responsibilities on that score 
Thus, when a colonial state fails 
to behave as prescribed in tho 
matter of promoting the indepen- 
dence of the component parts of 
its emipre, it is deemed to have 
forth with committed more than 
just an infraction of the interna- 
tional Law in principio or to have 
been caught in a breech of promi- 
se or an act of bad faith. Instead 
it is taxed with the violation of 
the terms of a specific quasi—con- 
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tractual undertaking toward a spe- 
cific party. By the some taken, the 
latter may now larvfully resort to 
appropriate repisals to redress the 
worngs thus inflicted upon it. 


To sum it up then, the reclu- 
tance of the colonial state to grani 
the right of self-determination to 
the component parts of its empire 
constitutes an offence against in- 
ternational Law and the U.N. 
charter. Should such « colonial 
power resist the challenge to its 
rule by force of arms it is again, 
by definition, guilty of naked ag- 
gression in the legal meaning of 
that term. In either case, a colo- 
nized people is fully entitled with 
arms in hand to «seek liberation 
from the yoke of a colonial state 
evading a peaceful settlement of 
said question and be the first to 
start military action against it with 
the object of destroying its milita- 
ry force stationed in their territo- 
ry». (22) If the troops of the 
imperial state decide to fight back, 
the imperial government is guilty 
of yet another breach of the Law 
of nations. For «the position of 
an imperislistic colonial state whi- 
ch by means of armed force attem- 
pts to keep a colony in its sphere 
of domination is contrary to the 
Law».(23) 
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PARTY LIFE 


Speech delivered by Jaalle Siad 
on the rally for the support of 
decisions of the central 
committee of the SRSP 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































fazlle Siyad addressing the masses at rally. 


Jaallayaal, 


A short while ago 1 had the ho- 
nour and great pleasure of adares- 
sing the nation on the occasion of 
the 8th Anniversary of our Revo- 
lution and had at that time briefly 
addressed myself to a review of our 
revolutionary accomplishments as 
well as to the most immediate chal- 
lenges, problems and difficulties 


facing our nation today, I also had 
the occasion to inform you of the 
grave situation which has of late 
developed in our part of the World 
as the just liberation armed strug- 
gle of the peoples of Western-So- 
malia, Fritrean and other peoples 
continued against the Ethiopian 
Empire in pursuit of treir just and 
national aspirations to freedom, 
human dignity avd independence. 
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Likewise we made clear in no 
uncertain terms that the conflict 
between the forces of liberation 
and the colonizing power. E- 
thiopia, is being transformed into 
an international crisis threatening 
not only the existence of the natio- 
nalist forses struggling for their in- 
dependence but also the Somali 
Democratic Republic as well as 
other neighbouring countries in the 
region such as the Sudan, Djibouti 
and Kenya, thus endangering In- 
ternational peace and security. We 
also made it abundantly clear that 
such serious development was the 
direct result of the Intervention of 
extraneous forces who tock the 
dangerous course of supplying hu- 
ge armament to Ethiopia beyond 
the needs of that country; a supply 
of arms which is unwarranted, ex- 
cessive and obviously destined to 
engulf the entire region in a fire 
of destruction unprecedented in 
the African continent. 


We on that occasion called up- 
on the Soviet Union to put an end 
to such dangerous course of action 
and appealled to the international 
Community to urge it to do so, 


Similarly we called upon the Go- 
vernment of Cuba to immediately 
pull out its troops from the area 
and to refrain from meddling in 
the affairs of the Horn of Africa 
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thus leaving the solution of the 
problems of our region to the peo- 
ples concerned and to the Organi- 
sation of African Unity. 


I had also traced at that time 
the historical background of the 
expansionist Ethiopian Empire and 
the process of colonization through 
which Abyssinia acquired the ter. 
titory of Western Somalia as well 
as those of other peoples in the 
Horn of Africa which led to the 
transformation of the Kingdom of 
Abyssinia into what has of lately 
bean known as the Ethiopian Em- 
pire. 


Jaallayaal, 


The International Community in 
general and the peoples and natio- 


ns in our region in particular, ave 
| of the fact thai the 


struggle 






fully cogn: 
armed. libera 
Ethiopia is stvicti 














and the colonized people 
the intervention 


socialist counts 
challenge not o 
states in Africa, in the region and 
the QAU as an organization but 
also to the conscience of all peace 
and freedom loving peopies the 
world over. 








The advancement of the libera- 
tion of the Ethiopion Empire ĉan 
only be viewed as the unfolding 
process of history. As we stated on 
many ocecasions Ethinnia’s peorva- 
phieal proximity to the territories 
it colonizes and its africanity can 
in no way change the essence and 
the nature of that empire’s colo- 
nial possession for colonialism hes 
indeed no colour. History records 
that all Empires throughout the 
annals of mankind have been sub- 
jected to the natural rule of disin- 


tegration thus giving way to the li- 
beration of the colonized penples 
and to the restoration of the natu- 
ral order disrupted by the creation 
of every such Empire: It follows 
that the progress of the liberation 
struggle against the Ethiopian Em- 
pire by the peoples of Western So- 
malia, Eritrea, Abbo, Afar and o- 
thers is þut a manifestation of such 
natural rule in action and cannot 
be er by the poret Sron, 
Cuba and th 
opted to engage themselves today 
in direct combat against the libera- 
tion fronts in ahsolate 

tion of all internationally accer 
norms among the civilized and 
peace loving nations and in blatan! 
violation of the principles enst 
ned in the charters of the United 
Nations Organisation, the Oreani- 
sation of African Unity and all 
by 
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other Internati 
milar mature, 


The flimsy and untenable grou- 
nds upon which they expediently 
attempt to justify their wantgn ac- 
ts of aggression against peoples 
struggling for the just 
of their rights to  self-determina- 
tion cannot stand to any logic. 


aspiration 


The course of action takes 






st Ethiopia to peppe uate its xe 
nization of other peoples 
under pretext of socialist inter- 
nationalism, comes also in di- 
reet contradiction with the basic 
tenets of the ideology and politi- 
cal philosophy upen which the So- 
viet Revolution was founded 60 
years ago. 


Jaallayaal. 
As revolutionary Somalia chose 
to stand for the policy of non-ali- 


gnment, for the support of all peo- 


yD ey 


ples struggling for their national 
independence, for the noble prin- 
ciples, goals and objectives enshr- 
ined in the Charters of the UNO. 
the QAU, the Arab League and of 
all other international Organiza- 
tions, we worked towards full co- 
operation with all peoples i 
countries in all spberes of interna- 
tional life for indeed we believe 
that such outlook reflects proper- 
ly and objectively the natural in- 
terdependence among nations 2 
the necessity now more than 
before, for universal cooper 
to overcome ihe basie enemies of 
mankind namely: disoase, han 
and ignorance. Likewise, we 
ve that the natural aspirati 
man to live in peace 
and dignity cannot he a 
long as oppressed 
peoples are denied the 
their right for  self-deteys 
and independence. 

















p 


and c 


As we adopted the Second Char 
ter of the Revolution in Ovtot 
1971, we did se with the fmil 1 
science of finding the ways and 
means for the realization qf 
national objectives and of the nn 
ble principles, and aspi 
rished not enly by our nation but 
also by the international commu- 
nity at large. 












ions ela 





Ta so doing we defined the t= 
sic principles of our foreign a 
cy which is based on the 
for the rational liberation move- 
ment on our opposition to all for- 
ms of colonialism and neo-colonia. 
lism, recognition of the principle of 
peaceful co-existence between al! 
peoples and on the policy of posi- 
tive neutrality. As the Charters 
of the Revolution clearly embody 
we made known our determination 
to collaborate with all the peoples 
of the world in their aspiration to 
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frzedom, social justice and world 
peace, on the basis of equality and 
mutual respect of all Natigns. 


Jaallayaal, 


As you all know our country 
has a long standing relationship 
with USSR which dates back tc 
the time of our accession to inde- 
pendence in 1960 was neither 
accidental nor baseless. It was 
inspired by outstanding respect for 
one another and mutual coopera- 
tion. As such it was found on 
common principles and on concre- 
te material interests of the two na- 
tions. 

Our cooperation in the past 18 
years has covered many fields in- 
cluding defense, education and tra- 
ining, trade and economic cooper- 
ation which proved of great be- 
uefit to the Somali people and for 
which we feel duty bound to ex- 
press our deep and sincere grati- 
tude to the Soviet people. 


At the same time the Somali 
people appreciated the general sta- 
nd of the Soviet Union in support 
of the national liberation move- 
ments against colonialism. It was 
no wonder then that the mutual 
understanding and cooperation of 
of the two countries gained mo- 
mentum year after year. This took 
new dimensions after the 21 Oc- 
tober Revolution. The developme- 
nt of these clase relations with 
Soviet Union reached its pinnacle 
in 11 July 1974 when a Friend- 
ship Treaty between the Somali De- 
mocratic Republic and the USSR 
was concluded in Mogadishu. 


Jaalayaal, 


For sometime now a completely 
new situation radically affecting 
these friendly relations has arisen 
when the Soviet Union embarked 
upon a new policy of an all-out 


support to the colonialist Regime 


of Ethiopia at the expense of the 
genuine and legitimate struggle of 
the liberation movements, Need- 
less to say the Soviet Union like 
any other nation, is sovereign to 
adopt any policy it wishes towards 
other nations. We have ng claim. 
and no right, to prevent the adop- 
tion of any such policy. Neverthe- 
less we have the right to protest 
against suc}: political choice in-as- 
much as it contravents the spirit 
and letter of the Agreement bet- 
ween the two countries and even 
endangers the security and existen- 
ce of our country. 


In view of these circumstances 
and in consonance with the frien- 
dly relations between the two cou- 
ntries, we tried to explain, to US 
SR government to the utmost of 
our ability, the present and histo- 
rical complexity of the situation 
in the Horn of Africa. 


We patiently explained on vari- 
ous occasions and at varigus levels 
including my visit last August to 
Moscow that the basie cause of 
the conflict in the Horn of Africa 
is Ethiopia’s colonisation of other 
peoples. We explained the histo- 
rical background of the situation: 
how European colonialism in the 
late 19th century abetted and aid- 
ed the expansion of the Abyssinian 
Kingdom to the presently claimed 
boundaries of the Ethiopian Em- 
pire, how Ethiopia was an active 
participant with the European po- 
wers in the division and coloniza- 
tion of the peoples of the Horn 
and as such can only be consider- 
ed a colonial power, and how in 
such circumstances the colonized 
peoples of that power cannot be 
denied their inalienable right to se- 
lef-determination and independence 
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The history of colonization and 
domination had its echo in the 
continued struggle and resistance 
of the colonized people. Thus we 
patiently explained to the Soviet 
Government, how the struggle of 
the people under Ethiopian colg- 
nial rule for freedom was simul- 
taneous with similar liberation 
struggles against European colgn- 
ialism raging in the African con- 
tinent. The only difference today 
is that European colonial authori- 
rities bowed to the will of the 
people while the Ethiopianrulers, 
past and present, have consistently 
turned against the tide of history. 


We also explained the already 
familiar position of Somalia since 
its indepdence on the question, 
namely, that she is fully commit- 
ted to the support of the legitima- 
e rights of all the peoples under 
colonial oppression including these 
of Western Somalia for self-deter- 
mination and independence. 


The negative aad intransigent 
attitude of the Ethiopian Regime 
towards decolonization bas all al- 
ong been evident to the Soviet U- 
nion as well as the rost of the wor- 


Id, 


The colonized peoples expected 
a change in the attitude of the now 
regime after the overthrow of the 
feudal monarch in Ethiopia. But 
the Dergue Regime opted for a 
course of action that intensified 
the brutal oppression so characte- 
ristic of the previous regimes. In 
the face of such brutality and de- 
nial of their rights the colonized 
peoples had no choice but to enga- 
ge in armed struggle to defend 
themselves and gain their freedom, 
The Somali Democratic Republic, 
under such conditions, was obli- 
ged to give its full support to the 
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logitimato liberation struggles, ju- 
st as it had always supported all 
other genuine liboration movemen- 
ts. 


The Somali Democratic Repu- 
blic ropeatedly made representa- 
tigns to the Soviet loadership aga- 
inst this course of action which 
comes in direct contradiction with 
one of the most fundamontal prin- 
ciples of the international commu- 
nity namoly the principles of the 
right of all peoples to self-determi- 
nation, a principle which as you 
know constitutes the corngrstone 
for human justice as well as inter- 
national stability and security. 


Apart from the complete dis-re- 
gard for these basic principles the 
Soviet Union has taken actions 
and positions which endanger the 
interests and security of Somalia. 


First of all she has levelled false 
and baseless accussations against 
the Sgmali Democratic Republic 
describing it as an aggressor. 

Secondly, for the past several 
months she has been conducting 
an intensive political, diplomatic 
and propaganda campaign against 
the Sgmali Democratic Republic 
throughout the world; In Africa, 
the Arab world an in all Interna- 
tignal organisations of every natu- 
ré, 


Thirdly as explained earlier she 
is presently pouring massive and 
highly sophisticated quantities of 
ammaments unprecedented in the 
region intg Ethiopia an act which 
can only be regarded as a prelude 
to an all-out invasion against the 
Somali Democratic Republic. 


Fourthly, she has mobilized and 
sanctioned the committment of Cu- 


ban and other trocps on the sice 
of Ethiopia against the liberation 
struggles in the area and against 
the Somali Democratic Republic. 


Fifth, she has pressurised the 
socialist countries allied to it to ta- 
ke a position inimical to the inte- 
rests of SDR, in the present con- 
flict in the Horn of Africa. 


And finally she has unilaterally 
terminated the supply of legitimate 
defensive arms to the SDR in di- 
rect contravention of existing ag- 
reements between the two countri- 
es. 


The implication of all these ac- 
tions can only be interpreted as 
constituting a unilateral abrogation 
of the Friendship Agreement of 
July 1974 and other agreements 
between our two countries both in 
letter and spirit. It is pertinent to 
quoto here some relevent articles 
of the said agreement. 


Article 4 of the Agrzement states: 
«In order to strongthon the de- 
fonsivo capacity of the Somali 
Democratic Republic, the two 
respected sides will continue 

their military cooperation, in ac- 
cordance with special agreemen- 
ts. This cooperation will be spe- 
cifically concerned with the trai- 
ning of Somali military person- 
nal and the supply of military 
equipment to the Somali Demo- 
cratic Republic so as to strong- 
then its defensive capacity». 


Article 7 of the said Agreement 
States as follows: 


«Believing in the principles of 
freedom and equality of all peo- 
ples, the two respected sides 
condemn imperialism and colo- 
nialism in all theip forms, The 
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two sides will continue to oppo- 
se imperialist and colonial for- 
ces, and they will cooperate with 
other Governments in giving 
support to the just cause of the 
peoples struggling for freedom, 
independence and the peoples 
progress, ased gn the principles 
of equality and the peoples right 
to self-determinatign as sanctio- 
ned in the United Nation’s Cha- 
rter». 


And Article 10 of the same Agree- 
ment States:- 


* Each respected side declares 
that it will not onter into milita- 
ry pacts or alliences with other 
Governments, or undertake at- 
tigns or measures inimical to 
the other side *. 


In spite of the above * the note 
of warning made in my October 
1977 address to the Nation on the 
natural consequences of such sov- 
iet intervention in the conflict in 
the Horn of Africa has now begun 
to assume different dimensions. 


We are now fully convinced of the 
existence of an immediate and im- 
minent joint Soviet Cuban Plan for 
an all out military agression from 
Ethiopia against the Somali Demo- 
cratic Republic. Plans for this 
massive military invasion hy Ethio- 
pia have been drawn with the help 
of Soviet experts and is to be exe- 
cuted with the collaboration and 
support of Cuban troops and other 
military contingents. 


Under these circumstances the 
Somali Democratic Republic has 
no alternative but to review her 
long-standing relationship with the: 
Governments of the USSR and Cu- 
ba. Accordingly the Contral Com- 
mittee of the Somali Revolutionary 
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Socialist Party in its meeting of 13 
November, 1977, tock the follo- 
wing decisions. 


1, The Friendship Agreement al- 
yeady violated by the Soviet sides 
is from now onwards null and vo- 
id; and Somalia abrogates it from 
its side. 


2. Any facilities of a military 
nature hitherto available for the 
use of the Soviet Union in the ter- 
ritory and waters of the SDR are 
withdrawn immediately. 


3. All Soviet experts, military 
and civil, now in the SDR are re- 
quested to leave the country with- 
in a week, 


4. The diplomats and staff of 
the Soviet Embassy in the SDR 
and its subsidiaries are reduced to 
the same number as those in the 
Somali Embassy in Moscow. 


Furthermore, so long as the 


Government of Cuba had openly 
sent its troops to the Horn of Af- 
rica to fight foy colonialism an? 
oppression to wipe out peoples 
struggling for freedom and had, 
in addition, used offensive langua- 
ge against the SDR, it had been 
decided to severe the diplomatic re- 
lations with that Government. All 
diplomats, staff and experts from 
Cuba aye requested to leave the 
country within 48 hours. 


Jaallayaal, 


As 1 have remarked in my ad- 
dress to the nation on the 21st Oc 
tober 1977, we have every confi- 
dence in the determination and 
courage of our people and their 
readiness for self-sacrifice. Our 
people had been steeled in their 
long resistance to colonial domina- 
tion, in their struggle for indepen- 
dence and emancipation, and in 
their struggle for building the fo- 
undations of revolutionary Somalia 


We have never been overawed by 
the power and arrogance of the 
enemy. The ex-colonial European 
powers had confronted the unbrea- 
keable mettle of our people and 
had, accordingly, left our shores 
for good. The powers that today 
desire to break the will of our peo- 
ple through suppressing the armed 
struggle of the liberation movemen- 
ts and endangering the Somali De- 
mocratic Republic are extremely 
mistaken. 1 am fully confident 
that you will prove to them,and 
to the rest of the world, that you 
are a proud and courageous na- 
tion that will never submit to arro- 
gance, that will give up everything 
to defend its dignity, sovereignty 
and unity. We are neither weak 
nor friendless. We are not intimi- 
dated by modern weapons and po 
litical deceit. We shall coura- 
geously build our revolution and 


defend our independence. Victory 
is ours. Sheer might, arrogance 


and despotism never made history. 





General Secretary of the SRSP opened 
a Seminar for the new cells of the Somali 
Democratic Women’s Organization (SDWO) 


Like the Somali Revolutiona- 
ry Youth Union, Somali Demo- 
cratic Women’s organisation are 
busy in constructing their head- 
quaters. 


On 13th November 1977 
there was celebration of new 
cells joining the Somali Demo- 
cratic Women’s Organisation 
which took place at the Natio- 
nal Theatre. The Seminar was 
concerning learning of the cons- 





titution and programme and 
the work of the S.D.W.O. 


Secretary General of the 
SRSP, the President of the SDR 
Jaalle Mohamed Siad Barre, o- 
pened a Seminar for the new 
cells of the SDWO. 


In that occasion the Secreta- 
ry General delivered a short 
speech; whereby he pointed 
out the benefits of that kind of 
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Seminar and how the revolution. 
had been emphasising. 


In his speech the President 
stressed on the past and present 
role of the Somali Women. 


In finishing his speech Jaalle 
Siad wished gocd success for 
the new cells and in general the 
Somali Democratic Women's 
organisation in fulfilling their 
duty. 
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HISTORICAL DECISIONS 





On 13th November 1977, the 
central Committee: of the SRSP 
met in an extra-ordinary session 
which continued for 10 hours. 
The meeting which was held at 
the peoples Hall discussed hot 
issues concerning the existence 


and sovereignty of the Somali 
nation, 
The outcome of this impor- 


tant meeting was released throu- 
gh the Radio to the Somali peo- 
ple and to the world in general 
by the Minister of Information 
and National Guidance Jaalle 
ABDIQASIM SALAAD on be- 
half of the Central Committee 
of the SRSP. The declaration of 
the meeting in which the minis- 
ter delivered through the Radio 
is as follows: 


« As far as the Somali people 
were deligently stifling to ensu- 
re their unity and independence 
for the last 8 years, and achie- 
ving economic and social trans- 
formations to enhance the life 
of the Somali people. 


« As far as we have tried to 
cooperate our struggle with o- 





ther countries which were sup- 
posed to be our friends, but be- 
came dangerous to our existen- 
ce; 


So far Somalia tried many ti- 
mes to draw the attention of the 
world to the danger in the horn 
of Africa, and especially war- 
ned the countries that interve- 
ned in the war between the Ad- 
dis Regime and the peoples 
struggling for independence. Su- 
ch countries that supplied ar- 
maments and troops that sup- 
port the colonial Regime in Ad- 
dis-Ababa wanted to bring the 
horn of Africa as a whole un- 
der the yoke of the Addis-Aba- 
ba Regime and their strategic 
interests; 


So far it is evident that an al- 
lied attack was rendered on the 
SDR. 


So far the Soviet Union has 
alone decided to abrogate the 
aim and content of the Friend- 
ship Treaty of the two countries 
in July 11, 1974 which was sig- 
ned Mogadishu. 


The Central Committze deci- 
ded the following issues:. 
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i. That from now on the a- 
greement is abolished and So- 
malia has abrogated it in like 
manner. 


2. All land and naval facili- 
ties belonged to the Soviet U- 
pion in Somalia no longer func- 
tions. 


3. The Soviet military and 
civilian experts in Somalia sho- 
uld evacuate within seven days. 


4, The functionaries and di- 
plomats in the Soviet Embassy 
in Mogadishu and its branches 
should be minimized to the ex- 
tcut that they become equal 
with the number of the Somali 
Diplomats in the Somali Embas- 
sy in Moscow. 


So far Cuba has clearly brought 
its troops to the horn of Africa 
to support the injustice and co- 
lonialism and to suppress peo- 
ples struggling for their rights 
and independence, including di- 
plomatic abuses and insults we 
decided to break diplomatic re- 
lations, and their experts and 
functionaries to evacuate within 
48 hours». 








Activities of the SRSP Committee 
of the Lower Juba Region 


As we promised for our rea- 
ders before, we shall continue 
the reports of the SRSP— Co- 
mmittees in the regions and 
District. These reports are con- 
cerned with the activities carr- 
ied out by these committees si- 


| 


nce the establishment 
party. 

In this series we are going tc 
deal with the lower Juba re- 
gion. The party — regional co- 
mmittee of the lower Juba and 
its districts were build in Sept 


of the 


— 16 — 


1976, the day in which the par- 
ty committees were build in all 
regions and districts. The estab- 
lishment of the party — com- 
mittees in the regions were con- 
fined only on the district level 


and the cells in industrial and 
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production units were not in- | 
cluded. They were organized 
later. DISTRICT CELLS UNITS 
The most important activi- Kihmayor 
ties carried out by the party — s P 
orden elt the dower Tuba seston Working places 12 working places 12 
since its establishment are the Matora Amy; ; Seliools 1 
A Organizations 1 
following: A 
cooperatives 4 
1. Organization of cells and Zones 4 
units of the party. | — — 
Total 24 Total i 13 
2. Building of a regional par- — ——— 
ty centre. 
2) Jamama: 
3. Establishment of social or- Working places 3 Working places 2 
ganizations, as a link between Cooperatives 1 Villages 4 
the masses and the party. Zones 2 : 
4. Propagation of the party Total 6 6 
programme and regulations. — ——— 
5. Enhancement of the politi- 3) Afmado: 
cal conciousness of the Social Working places 4 Working places 5 
organizations and the masses. National Army 2 Cooperatives 1 
Zones 3 Villages 2 
6. Preparation for the imple- — ——— 
mentation of the party — pro- Total 9 Total ; 8 
gramme specially those concern- ~ —= 
ed with the increase of the ag- 
ricultural production. 4) Barare: 
Working places 2 
7. Propagation and explanation Cocperatives 1 
of the duties and responsibility Zones 3 
of the party and its organs or — 
bureau’s. Total 5 
Tn the following part of the Ey 
papey ee ertib mae Summary of cells and sub-cells in organized in the districts: 
pth these seven points and how 
they were implemented: — District Kismayo: cells 24 Units 13 
oF. — «« Jamamae cells 6 Units 
een gf Pany — «« Afmado cells 9 Units 8 
— «« Barare cells 5 Units 
In Lower Juba region the 7 =. = 
-yeradooo ‘saved SuryIOoM oy} ToTtal 44 Total 27 
Party-cells were organized in a -m 
ves, zones and villages, the Par- ; 
ty-cells and units in the four 
districts of the region are as the 
following: 








— 17 — 
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BULDING OF A REGIONAL 
PARTY-CENT RE 


After the establishment of the 
party —in the region, special 
consideration was given how to 
implement the programme of 
the party and where to carry it 
out. The ordinary meeting of 
the regional party — commit- 
tee takes place once every three 
months. In the previous meet- 
ting the following agendes meet- 
dealt with: the organization 
and coordination of the activi- 
ties carried out by the dif- 
ferent baranches of the party, 
starategies for economic deve- 
lopment, improvement of the 
| health servies, and the campaign 
against black-market etc. 


One of the main difficulties 
encountered by the regional 
Party organization was how 
to get enough offices and buil- 
dings to carry out party — ac- 
tivities. In order to surpass this 
difficulty a new centre was bui- 
It for the party — regional — 
organization. The cost of the 
centre is estimated by 500.00C 
So. Ss.; which will be spent by 
the region. This will be a cen- 
tre for the regional party com 
mittees, Administration Commit 
tee, Party — branches (cells 
and units) control and audit- 
ing committees 


3. Establishment of Social or- 
ganization 


Like all other regions, social 
organizations were established 
on regional and district level 
and they are carrying their ac- 
tivities properly. 


4. Propagation of the party 
— programmes and regulations 

Among the most important 
activity which the party — re- 
gional — committees has put 








its weight was propagation of 
the party — programme and 
education of the masses, so that 
they will grasp the objective of 
party. 


In order to fulfill this task. 
the party — regional organiza- 
tion has used some of the follow 
ing ways: 


— Written — materials concer- 
ing the programme and regula- 
tion of the party were distribu- 
ted to the cells and units. 


— Propagations in the mass — 
orientation centres 


— Organized in the mass— or- 
ientation meetings of the Social 
organization as well as in the 
mass — meetings in the cen- 
tres, 


5. Enhencement of the politi- 
cal consciousness of the masses 
and social organizations: 


Since the SRSP is a mass, it 
was necessary to enhence their 
political consciousness, so they 
can understand and carry out 
their historical tasks in this new 
era, Departing from this point, 
the party — regional — com: 
mittee opened various course 
end training programmes. For 
example the following courses 
were held in Kismayo district 
since the inception of the party; 


A) Training course of a dura- 
tion of 10 day was opened for 
the heads of the party — cells 
the participants were 76 perso- 
ns and they were taugh the 
programme of the party. 


B) Training course of a dura- 
tion of 23 days, in which 40% 
of the party — cells and units 
have participated, and in whi- 
ch lessons on party — program- 
me were carried out. 





November 1977 
J 


T) Training course for the co- 
mumittees of the social organiza- 
tions and in which their regula- 
tions and programms were dealt 
with. They were also given 
some insight about the art of 
administring the associations 
and leading the masses. 


Parallel to these courses was 
the regular programme school 
for the Party — cells, where the 
new ditectives and decisions of 
the party is trnsmitted for the 
students. 


Courses are not only organi- 
zed in Kismayo district alone 
but in all other districts as well 
for the cells of party, the wor- 
kers and the cadres of the soc- 
ial organizations. 


The Voice of the lower Juba 
Region: 


Another important step un- 
dertaken by the party — regio- 
nal — committee of lowe r Ju- 
ba was the rivival of newspa- 
per called (the Voice of lower 
— Juba». This newspaper had 
been appearing before and it 
was the first Somali written 
newspaper. It is also the only 
regional newspaper since Dece- 
mber 1972. 


After its closure for sometime 
the regional party — commit- 
tee decides to revive it in order 
to use it as a means of propa- 
gating the policy of the party 
as well as orientating the peo- 
ple with the new ideology. This 
decision was implemented in 
April 1977., by the appearance 
of the first copy of this news- 
papers. 


Increase of the agricultural 
production: 





As we know the lower juba 
region is among the most tile 
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and rich parts of the country, 

It embraces the most important 
resources such as livestock. ag- 
riculture, and fisheries. After 
considering the decisions of the 
3rd, meeting of the central 
committee of SRSP in Dec, 1 
as well as the joint decision of 
politburo and the council of 
ministers of the SRSP, the par- 
| ty regional committee has tc 


| 





implement the policy of produc- 
tivity increase in the agricultu- 
ral sector. 


The regional — party —com 
mittee established various sub- 
committees with the responsibi- 


lity to find ways and means of 
increasing the agricultural pro- 
duction 1980. Although there 





are bottlenecks some useful 
steps were undertaken. 

Considering also the policy 
of developing the economy of 
the region regional party orga- 
nization, gave special attention 
for the encouragement of coo- 
perative oragnizations. The nu- 
mber of cooperatives establish- 
ed in this region until now are 
about 49 cooperative. 








REORGANIZATION OF THE PARTY 





On 27th October, 1977, the 
Central Committee of Somali 
Revolutionary Socialist Party 
(SRSP) in an extra-ordinary 
meeting, decided to amalgamate 
some of the Party Bureaus and 
form a new one. 


Considering both the progra- 
mme and the Party Statute as 
well as powers entrusted to the 
Central Committee during the 
first Congress for the founda- 
tion of the SRSP on July 1st, 
1976; and because of the ex- 
periences the party gained dur- 
ing the eighteen months of its 
existence, this new step of re- 
constructing the bureaus beca- 
me apparent and inevitable. 


This decision reached by the 
CC was to implement correct- 
ly and speed up, in a more 
fuctional way, the efficiency of 
the Party in this crucial period. 


The reconstructed and amal- 
gamated Bureaus are as follows 


A) The Bureaus for Justice, 
Education and Sports, Health 
and Public Welfare, have been 
amalgamated to form a new 
Bureau for Social Affairs. 


B) The Bureaus for Scientific 
Research and Political Science 








BUREAUS 


have been amalgamated to form 
a new Bureau for Political 
Seience and Scientific Research 


C) The Bureaus for Defence 
have been amalgameted to form 
a new Bureau for Defence and 
Security. 


D) The Bureaus for Commer- 
ce and Finace, Agriculture and 
Industry have been amalgama- 
ted to form the new Bureau for 
Economic Affaiirs. 


II. The remaining other Burea- 
us will stand and function as 
before. And the Bureaus for 
CC and the respective Chair- 
men and Vice-Chairmen are as 
follows: 


1. The Bureau for the Central 
Committee Administrative Af- 
fairs: 


—Chairman Jaalle Meygag Sa- 
matar 


2. The Bureau for Organisa- 
tion: 
— Chairman: Jaalle Abdulka- 


dir H. Mohamed 
3. The Bureau for Social Af- 
fairs: 


— Chairman: Jaalle Ahmed 


Mohamoud Farah 








| 
| 








Vice-Chairman; Jaalle Moham. 
ed Ali Nur 

4, The Bureau for Economic 
fairs: 

— Chairman: Jaalle Ahmede 


Mohamed Mohamoud 
5. The Bureau for Ideology: 


— Chairman: Jaalle Mohamed 
Aden Sheikh, 


— Vice-Chairman: Jaalle Moha- 
mud Abdi Dhunkal 


€. The Bureau for Political 
Science and Scientific Research 


— Chairman; Jaalle Abdirah- 


man Aideed 


Vice-Chairman: Jaalle Moham- 
ed Jama (Haji Kore) 


7. The Bureau for Party Fin- 
ance: 


— Chairman: Jaalle Osman 


Mohamed Jeelle 


8. The Bureau for Defence 


and Security: 
— Chairman: Jaalle Hamsa Mo- 


hamed Gadawaine 


9. The Bureau for Resettled 
Communities and Crash Progr- 
mme 
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— Chairman: Jaalle Omar Sa- — Chairman: Jaalle Ahmed Somali Abbo. 
leh Ahmed. Habib Ahmed, 


10. The Cooperatives Bureau: 
— Chairman: Jaalle Warsame 
Abdullahi Ali. 


11. The Foreign Affairs Bur- 
eau: 


— Chairman: Jaalle Saleh Mo- 
hamed Ali 


— Vice-Chairman: Jaalle War- 
same Ali Farah. 


12. The State Planning Bur- 
eau: 





13. The Inspection Commitee 
of the Central Committee of 
the Party: 


— Chairman: Jaalle Omar Sa- 
lad Elmi 


llahi Mohamed Hassan, 

Ill. The following Committee 
was entrusted with the respon- 
sibility of collecting a organis- 
ing and suprevising the dona- 
tions contributed to the Weste- 
rn Somali Liberatjon Front and 





1. Jaalle Brig. General Ali Ma 
ttan Hashi — Chairman 


2. J aalle Mohamed Ali War- 
same — Member 


3. Jaalle Ahmed Mohamed 
Dualeh — 


IV. Also, in the same mecting 
the State Planning Committee, 


Jaalle Mohamed Yusuf Wayrah 
was named as the Advisor to 
the President on Economic Ma- 
tters, 











An international conference on the Middle 








Vice Chairman of the Party 
Bureau for social affairs of the 
CC of the SRSP and also Chair- 
man of the Somali peace coun- 
cil Dr. Mohamed Ali Nur had 
returned back home on 18th 
October, after participating in 
the international conference on 
the Middle East situation. The 
major topic discussed in that 
conference forcused on peace 
solution to the Middle East 
problem. 


The conference tock place at 
Paris and was opened on Octo- 
ber 14-16 and was participa- 
ted by 250 delegates represen- 
ting, international organisations 
and different governments. 


Thus the resolution of the 
conference had clear stand that 
— Vice-Chairman: Jaalle Abdu 
the question of Palestinians is 
the key to the Middle East prob- 
blem, «Peace in the Middle E- 
ast is impossible unless the peo- 


ple of Palestine are given their 





East situation - 


right of self-deterimination, All 
the delegates participated in 
that conference had condemed 
in-human acts taken by Israel 








in the captured Arab territory 


and to the Palestinians. Also 
they condemed Israel interfea- 
rance in Southern Lebanon. 





New membership to the SRYU 


The SRYU which was estab- 
lished in its first congress on 
15th May this year, was busy 
in completing its establishment. 
In the Ist Congress the top or- 
gans of the Union was establi- 
shed, such as the Central Com- 
mittee, the executive committze 
and the investigation and su- 
pervision committee. 


On 15 September the tasks 
of selecting the members were 
started in the Banadir Region 
so as to ensure the establish- 
ment of the lower organs of 
the Union. On October 3, Se- 
miners were opened in the 14 
districts of the Banadi Region 
for the new members of every 
district, and the number of the 


= Fo 





new members are 3500. This 
seminar which continued for a 
period of 
out to teach the new members 
the statute of the Union, its 
structure and the programme 
of the SRSP which is at the 
same time the programme of 
SRYU. 

Ceremonies commemorating 
the closing of the closing of the 
seminar was held in the orien- 
tation centres of the 14 districts 
of the Benadir region. 

After that the establishment 
of the organs of the SRYU star- 
ted in the centres of work, 
ministries, Agencies, companies 
etc. This task was fulfilled by 
the joint cooperation of the 
SRYU and the GCSTU. 


seven days carried 
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On 25th October a seminar 
was opened for the new mem- 
bers of the SRYU in govern- 
ment agencies compaines, whi- 
ch numbered 1500. 


The seminar was opened in 
6 different places and was 
divided into 6 parts according 
to the nature of the tasks and 
organs. This seminar which 
continued for 9 days was car- 
ried out to learn the responsi- 
bility of the establishment of 
the union, the statute and pro- 
gramme of the union and the 
way of the working committees 
and the working youth will 
cooperate. 


On the 6th November 77 a 
ceremony which concluded the- 
se tasks was held in the natio- 
nal theatre. 


The Chairman of the mobili- 
zation Bureau of the CC of the 
SRSP Jaalle Abdigadir Haji 
Mohamed delivered a speech 
on the closing ceremony of the 
seminar. In his speech he con- 
gratulated the youth for their 
new membership and he also 
congratulated the SRYU for 
their membership in the world 
youth unions. This was an im- 
portant achievement in which 
the SRYU was victories for the 
2nd time. 


Jaalle Abdulkadir emphasised 
the responsibility shouldered 
upon the Youth today, remin- 
ding the youth once again the 
the directives of the General 
Secretary of the SRSP Jaalle 
Siyad which says that the youth 
are the reserve and active as. 
sistance ofthe party. For that 
reason the Chairman of the 
Bureau called upon the youth 
to fulfill their role in the socie- 
ty in this historical stage.. 











Before him. a speech com- 
posed of reports and reception 
was delivered by the Chairman 
of the SRYU member of the 
SRSP Jaalle Mohamed Moka- 
mud Warsame, who also gave 
highlights of the historical 
moyements of the Somali Youth. 
Jaalle Warsame streesed the ro- 
le of the union in preserving 
our nationhood, he also called 
upon the members the union 
to execute the statute and pro- 
gramme of the union. 

On 24th Noy, 77 the forma- 
tion of the executive commit- 
tzes of the SRYU in the village 
level began in the villages of 
the 14 districts of the Benadir 
Region. On the second night 
the executive committees of the 
districts were named, these were 








selected among the members of 
of the union in villages and 
districts. A seminar which 
continued for two days was 
opened concerning the estab- 
lishment of the union and the 
implementation of its tasks. All 
these issues were closed in 
28th November. The closing 
ceremony was held at the head- 
quarter of the SRYU. The 
seminar was closed in this cere- 
mony by the Chairman of the | 
inspection committee of the CC 
of the SRSP Jaslle Omar Salaad 
Elmi who delivered a costly 
speech on the occasion, He 
was welcomed and introduced 
by Jaalle Mohamed Mohamoud 
Warsame, the Chairman of the 
SRYU member of the CC of 
the SRSP. 








EWGU delegation toured 
Somalia 


A high level delegation of the 
(EWGL) has recently been tour- 
Eritrean Women’s General Union 
ing the Somali Democratic Re- 
public from 7-16 October by an 
official invitation from the Dem- 
seratic Union of the Somali Wo- 
men (SWDU). The EWGU dele- 
gation has had series of meetings 
with the Executive committee of 


SWDU in which issues of com- 
mon interest were discussed. 
The common statement which 


was released on 15 October revea- 
led that both sides reached full 
accord on all issues raised during 
the talks, The statement empha- 
sized the coordination of their 
struggle against Ethiopian colonial 
occupation of Eritrea and Wes- 
tern Somalia, Furthermore. the 
two sisterly unions condemned the 
barbaric acts of the Ethiopian mi- 





a. 





litary regime against the people of 
Eritrea and Western Somalia. 


The joint statement added that 
EWGU and SWDU un reserved 
ly support the Palestinian Wom- 
en's just struggle against the Zio- 
nist occupation of their legilimate 
homeland. Besides, both Unions 
expressed their solidarity with all 
liberation Movements and the in- 
ternational women’s democratic 
Movement against oppression and 
racism. 


The SWDU-EWGU statement 
concluded that the two parties ple- 
dged to work to consolidate the 
historic and strategic relations wh- 
ich exist bteween the struggling 
peoples of Somalia and Eritrea ag- 
ainst colonialism, imperialism and 
Ethiopian occupation. 
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Jaalle ismael Ali Abokor with Comarde Gian Carlo Pajetta. 


Chairman of the foreign affairs 
committee of the Italian Com- 
munisty Party Comarde, Gian 
Carlo Pajette# visited Somalia on 
27th November, 


Comrade Pajetta told the new- 
smen from Ministry of Informa- 
tion that the aim of his visit is 
to strengthen the relation bet- 
ween the two parties: S.R.S.P. 
an the Italian Communist Party. 
Comrade Pajetta talking to the 
newsmen Said, «In order to 
strengthen our cooperation it is 
necessary to exchange ideas in 
this difficult stage». 

Commenting on the situation 
in the Horn of Africa, he said, 
«His Party believes that the si- 
tuation in the Horn is an Afri- 
can problem». 

He also emphasised that, it is 
essential to respect, independen- 
ce, development and African U- 
nity, 

The delegation lead by Com- 
rade Pajetta had talks with me- 
mbers of the CC of the S.R.S,P. 








Somalia, 
assis- 


In this talks 
was represented by 
tant Secretry General of the 
S.R.S.P. and Vice-President of 
the S.D.R. Brigadier General Is- 
mael Ali Abokor, Chirman of 
the Burean of the Central Com- 
mittee: affairs of the S.R\S.P. 
Jaalle Ibrahim Maygag Samater 
Chairman of the Ideology Bur- 
eau Taalle Mohamed Adan Shei- 
kh and Chairman of the Burean 
for foriegn affairs Jaalle Salab 
Mohamed Ali. 


On the other side, the Italisn 
Communist Party was represen- 
ted by the Chaitman of the fo- 
reign affairs commettee of the 
Italian Communist Party Com- 
rade Gianni Giadresco, member 
of the Central Committee of the 
Italian Communist Party. 


The talk ended in friendly 
atmosphere and it potrayed hon- 
esty and whole heartedness bet- 
ween the two parties. In the tal- 
ks the two sides emphasised the 
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necessity of strengthining of the 
cocperation between the two 
parties, the SRSP and T.C.P. 
The Visit of the delegation of 
the Italian Communist Party is 
realized in frame work of the 
exchanging the ideas between 
the two sides, In joint commu- 
nique released after the talk | 
disclosed that the talk ended in 
understanding and friendly at- 
mosphere. 

During the talks it was dis- 
cussed the ways of streangthen- 
ing mutual cooperation and frie- 
ndship between the two nations, 
Somalia and Italy, 

Comrade Pajetta expressed 
the deep concern of the Italian 
communists over the war in the 
Horn, 

He also declared that there 
is possibility to find peaceful 
solution to the current problem 
prevailing in the Horn, on the 
basis of the prinicples of rights 
of nations to self-determination. 
This does not bring about peace 
to this region only but also 
streangthens the virtal anti-im- | 
petialists fronts in Africa. 





Jaalle Ismael Ali Abokor dec- 
lared that Somalia will not to- 
larate any open agression again- 
st the Western Somalis and Ab- | 
bo people. He also affirmed 
that the unity of the Somali na- | 
tion is invicible and hence, we 
are ready to extend moral and 
material support to the Libera- 
tion Fronts for the achievement 
of their rights. 

Jaalle Ismael concluded that 
the S.D.R. spared no effort to 
find a peaceful solution to this 
problem; our objective being 
the peaceful mutual co-existan- 
ce of the people in the region. 
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The struggle to attain African 
Unity had deep roots in the move- 
ment historically referred to as 
«Pan-Africanism». The struggle 
to decolonize Africa has always 
gone hand in hand with the move- 
ment towards greater African co- 
operation and eventually unity. In 
the course of history dialectional 
interconnections have been estab- 
lished between Pan-Africanism, 
self-determination and decoloniza- 
tion. In opposing the decolonisa 
tion of the Ethiopian Empire, the 
Addis Ababa regime stands squre- 
ly opposed to the movement for 
self-determination and unity in the 
Horn of Africa. 


PAN-AFRICANS AND SELF- 
DETERMINATION: 


The roots of Pan-Africanism go 
back to the early protest efforts 
against imperialism, the enslave- 
ment and forcible dispersion of 
African populations by European 
capitalist slave traders, against 
the violent partition and implanta- 
tion of colonial regimes on the Af- 
rican continent. Pan-Africanism 
looks towards the eventual unifi- 
cation of the African continent and 
emphasises the need for self-de- 
termination and liberation of Af- 
rican peoples. 


A Pan-African conference was 
held in London in 1900 sponsored 
by a West Indian intellectual. The 
promonent Black American intel- 


WORLD AFFAIRS 





lectual, W.E. B. Du Bois spon- 
sored a series of later Pan-African 
congresses, the first in Paris (1919) 
hen in London and Brussels 
(1921) in London and Lisbon 
(1923), in New York (1927) and 
he fifth in Manchester (1945). 
The Manchester conference adop- 
ted a «Declaration to the colonial 
peoples», part of which reads: 
«We affirm the right of all colo- 
nial peoples to control their own 
destiny. All colonies must be free 
from foreign imperialist control. 
whether political or economic. We 
say to the peoples of the colonies 
hat they must fight for these ends 
by all means at their disposal». 





Following the Manchester Con- 
erence in 1945, the Pan-African 
movement merged with the natio- 
nal liberation struggles raging on 
the African continent. By 1960, 
he African independence move- 
ment resulted in the creation of 
several independent African states. 
Between 1958 and 1963, a series 
of All-African peoples Conference 
were held in the capitals of newly 
independent African states. 





At the first All African Peoples 
Conference held in Accra, Ghana, 
December 5-13th 1958, a resolu 
tion on frontiers, boundaries and 
and federation was passed. Among 
other things it stated: 


«Whereas artificial barriers end 
frontiers drawn by imperialists to 
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On self-determination 
and African unity 


By Hussein M. Aaden 


divide African peoples operate to 
the deteriment of Africans and 
should therefore be abolished or 
adjusted; 


Whereas frontiers which cut 
accross ethnic groups or divide 
peoples of the same stock are un- 
natural and are not conductive to 
peace or stability; 


Whereas leaders of neighbouring 
countries should cooperate towards 
a permanent solution of such 
problems which accords with the 
best interests of the people affec- 
ted and enhances the prospects of 
realisation of the ideal of « Pan-Af- 
rican commonwealth of free sta- 
tes. 


Be it resolved and it is hereby 
resolved by the All-African peoples. 
Conference that the conference: 


a. Denounces artificial fron- 
tiers drawn by imperialist powers 
to divide the peoples of Africa, 
particularly those which cut ac- 
cross ethnic groups and divide 
people of the same stock; 


b. Calls for the abolition cr 
adjustment of such frontiers at an 
early date; 


c. Calls upon the independent 
states of Africa to support per- 
manent solution to this problem 
founded upon the true wishes of 
the people». 
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Thus we see clearly that the 
moyement for African unity took 
seriously the principle of self- 
determination. The same resolu- 
tion contained paragraphs praising 
the moves towards unification and 
independence of the Camerouns. 
A resolution on SomaliLand was 
passed at the Second All African 
Peoples Conference held in Tunis 
25-30 January, 1960, The Con- 
ference made «a careful survey 
of the situation in SomaliLand arti- 
ficially divided» and resolved, 
among other things to «Hail and 
support the struggle of the people 
of SomaliLand for independence 
and unity in order to give birth to 
a bigger SomaliLend». 


THE ETHIOPIAN EMPIRE VS, 
PAN-AFRICANISM. 


Africans everywhere hailed the 
movement for independence and 
unification of the Camerouns and 
Somali. Ethiopia on the other 
hand, opposed this natural trend 
in African history. As ear- 
ly as 1946, Emperior Haile 
Sellassie of Ethiopia addressed a 
memoradum to the United Nations 
claiming Eritrea and all of Soma- 
lia as part of his Empire. In 1942, 
he vigorously Somali 
claims for independence and unity 
placed before the United Nations 
Organisation. 


opposed 


In 1950, the United Nations set 
up a Trust Territory of Italian So- 
maliLand to be known as Somalia, 
to become independent in 1960 
and it appointed Italy to be 
the Trustee. The Emperor of 
Ethiopian vehemently protested 
to the United Nations for not 
appointing Ethiopian in place 
of Italy as Trustee for Somali. 
The Emperior sucozeded in obtain- 
ing Eritrea under a feeble UN 
constitution in 1952, In 1962 he 


unilateraly abolished the UN cons- 
titution and reduced Eritrea to the 
status of an Ethiopian colony, 


During most of this period, Eth- 
iopia participated in a series of 
geo-military conferences held by the 
colonial powers of Africa in order 
to oppose the democratic trends 
of the World War II period. In 
these conferences, even the United 
States of America attended solely 
in the capacity of an observer whi- 
le Ethiopia earned the status of a 
full participant. 


In 1956, with independence for 
Somalia only four years ahead, 
the Emperor made a speehe in Qa- 
bridahare, Western Somalia, once 
again claiming all Somali teritories 
as part of the Ethiopian Empire. 
Haile Sellasie made tremendous 
efforts between 1956-1960 aimed 
at preventing the inpendence and 
unification of former British So- 
mali-Land and the former Italian 
Somali-land, a historic event whi- 
ch occurred on July Ist 1960, 


By 1960, it was obvious that 
the wind of chance in Africa was 
blowing towards self-determination 
and unification. The shrewed Em- 
peror of Ethiopia decided to join 
the bandwagon in order to influ- 
uence the movement from within 
He decided to adopt Pan-African- 
ism» as a slogan in order to pre- 
serve himself and his Empire. His 
colonialist allies worked be- 
hind the scenes inorder to 
help him earn a prominent place 
within the movement for African 
unity. Through such 
Addis Ababa came to serve as the 
headquarters of the newly founded 
Organization of African Unity. 





interigues 


At OAU meetings. Ethiopia of- 
ten reveals her colonizer mentali- 
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ty. It is a well known fact that 
European colonizers have always 
denied and negated African histo- 
ry. In order to feel justified in op- 
posing Africans European coloni- 
zers have also resorted to the myth 
that Africa had no history prior to 
the coming of Europeans to our 
continent. The former Prime Mi- 
nister of Ethiopia revealed the sa- 
me mentality when he addressed 
the inaugural meeting of the OAU 
in 1963: 


«Ethiopia has always existed in 
history for centuries as an jinde- 
pendent state and as a nation for 
more than 3,000 years, That is a 
fact. Second fact, the historical fr- 
ontiers of Ethiopia stretch from the 
red sea to the Indian Ocean, inclu- 
ding all the territory between them. 
Third fact, there is no record in 
history either of a Somali state or 
a Somalia nation». 


This was clearly the voice of a 
colonizer insulting not only So- 
mália, but all of Africa. Mengistu 
Haile Marian repeated these very 
words at the summit held in Li- 
breville, Gabon, in 1977, In wag- 
ing armed struggles, the people of 
Western Somalia and Eritrea have 
decided to impose their historical 
reality in oppostion to the myth 
of the colonizer. 


Ethiopia has spared no efforts 
to distort the basic principles and 
spirit behind the OAU. Ethiopia 
regimes wish to use the OAU sole- 
ly as a somkescreen to preserveher 
illgotten gains, Partly, this means 
ignoring the principle of self-de- 
termination and over-emphasising 
the issue of territorial integrity. 
Given Ethiopia,s nature as a colo. 
nial state, the provisions of the 
OAU resolution on territorial bor- 
ders could only become valid and 
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and applicable when as the proce- 
ss of colonisation is completed in 
the area, i.e. when Ethiopa deco- 
Jonises Western Somalia and Ere- 
trea, 


THE EXAMPLE OF NORWAY'S 
SECESSION FROM SWEDEN. 


History offers many examples 
showing that once the process of 
decolonization is achieved, the ba- 
sis for friendly cooperation bet- 
ween the formerly colonized and 
the former colonizers is guarant- 
eed. A free and united Vietnam 
is in the right position to establish 
friendly relations with the united 
states. The recognition and exerci- 
se of the right of all people to self- 
determination constitutes the corn- 
erstone for human justice, as well 
as international stability and secu- 
rity. The implementation of this 
principle which underlies the pro- 
cess of decolonization provides the 
just basis upon which to establish 
cooperation, federation and even, 
in the long run, full unity and in- 
tegration. 


V.I. Lenin illustrates this point 
forcefully in commenting upon No- 
tway’s secession from Sweden in 
his essay on the Right of Nations 
to self-determination, Lenin analy- 
ses this example in Marxist fashin 
as follows: 


«The geographic, economic and 
language ties between Norway 
and Sweden was not a voluntary 
one... Norway was ceded to Swe- 
den by the Monarchs during the Na- 
poleonic wars, against the will of 
the Norwegians, and Sweden 
had to bring troops into Norway 
to subdue her (V.I Lenin, selected 
works, Vol. 1; P, 623), 


We see therefore that the «terri- 
torial integrity» of this so-called 
Swedish-Northwegian «Union» 
was based on Sweden’s colonial 
domination of Norway. Lenin con- 
tinues: 


«Despite the very extensive au- 
tonomy which Norway enjoyed 
(she had her own parliament, etc) 
There was constant friction bet- 
ween Norway and Sweden for 
many decades after the Union. 
and the Norwegians strove hard 
to throw off the Yoke of the 
Swedish aristocracy. At last, in 
August 1905, they succeeded: the 
Norwegian parliament resolved 
that the Swedish king was no 
longer king of Norway, and in 
the referendum held later among 
the Norwegian people, the over- 
whelming majority (about 200,000 
as against a few hundred) voted 
for complete separation from Swe- 
den. After short period of indeci- 
sion, the Swedes resigned them- 
selves to the fact of secession», 
(Ibid). 


Here is a concrete example of 
a colonized people struggling for 
self-determination resulting in the 
recognition of their right by the 
colonizer. From this historical 
example, Lenin concluded as fol 
lows:. 


«This example shows us on 
what grounds cases of the seces- 
sion of nations are practicable 
actually occur, under moders 
economic and political relatiorshi- 
ps, and the from secession some- 
times under conditions of political 
freedom and demoracy. 


The close alliance between the 
Norwegian and Swedsh Workers 


their complete fraternal class so- 


lidarity. gained from the Swedish 
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worker’s recognition of the right 
of the Norwegians to secede. This 
convinced the Norwegian workers 
that the Swedish workers were 
not infected with Swedish na 
tionalism, and that they placed 
fraternity with the Norwegian pro- 
letarians above the privilages of 
the Swedish bourgeoisie and atis- 
tocracy». P. 623 and 625). 


Let us also recall that it was Le- 
nin who granted Finland the right 
to secede from the Russian Em- 
pire. 


Let us pause to reflecton the 
question of Eritrea and Western 
Somalia in the light of the above 
remarks; 


First of all, European powers 
ceded Western Somalia to Ethio- 
pia through secret treaties in 
1897. They provided Ethiopian 
Emperors with huge quantities 
of arms with which to 
subdue the peoples ceded to them, 
In 1948, it took British troops to 
restore most of Western Somalia 
under Ethiopian domination. The 
rest was ceded back to her as 
1934 in the faze of bitter resis- 
tence on the part of the Somali 
people. Eritrea was ceded to Ethio- 
pia in 1952. 


Secondly, the geographic, ece- 
nomic and language ties between 
Western Somalia. Fritrea and their 
Ethiopian coloniers are not as 
intimate as those between Norway 
and Sweden; 


Thirdy, Western Somalia enjc- 
yed no autonomy what soever un- 
der Ethiopian domination. Thr 
feable federal constitution pro- 
posed for Eritrea by the UN was 
scraped as soon as Haile Sella- 
ssie laid his hands on Eritrea. 
Cont. on Page 48 


HALGAN 


November 1977 









































































































































































































































































































































JAALLE SIAD 


VISITS A NUMBER OF ARAB 
COUNTRIES 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































| The Secretary General of the 
SRSP and President of the So- 
mali Democratic Republic Jaal- 
| le Mohamed Siad Bare returned 
to Mogadishu on the 3rd of 


December after the successful 


completion of a week-long visit 
to Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Sudan 
and the United Arab Emirates 


The President's delegation in- 
cluded the Minister of Finance 
Jaalle Abdirahman Nur Hersi, 
Minister of Justice and Religious 
Affairs Jaalle Abdisalam Sheikh 
Hussein, During his visits, the 















































president discussed with the lea- 
ders of tkese on matters of in- 
terest to the Arabs and in parti- 
cular the Middle East and the 
Horn of Africa situations. 


Jaalle Siad also discussed 
with the leaders on ways of fur- 
ther strengthening relations bet- 
ween the Somali Democratic 
Republic and their respective 
countries, 


During the one-week tour 
Jaalle Siad met with the King 
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of Saudi Arabia Inb Khalid 
Abdulaziz in Jeddah, President 
Anwar Sadat of Egypt in Cairo, 
President Jafar Numeiri of Su- 
dan in Khartoum and United Ar- 
ab Emirates leader Sheikh Zay- 
id Bin Sultan Al-nahyan in Abu 
Dabey and other Emirates lea- 
ders. 


Among the outstanding issues 
which centred in their talks in- 
cluded, the current political si- 
tuation in the Middle-East, the 
Horn of Africa and World Af- 
fairs in general, and the stren- 
gthening of co-operation in the 
Arab World. The talks ended 
in success and understanding. 


Jn an exclusive interview wi- 
th the Emirates New Agency — 
President Siad said the present 
situation in the Arab World 
needed the continous consulta- 
tions of the Region's leaders. 
President Siad added that the 
situation in the Horn of Africa 
and the Red Sea security made 
it very necessary for the cons- 
tant consultations with Arab 


brothers, 
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JAALLE SIYAAD’S PRESS CONFERENCE 


‘On the evening of November 


24th, 1977, Mohamed siyad 
Secretary-General of the SRSP 
and President of Somali Dem- 
ocratic Republic,held an impo- 
ttant press conference at the 
Peoples Hall, Mogadjshu,in 
order to brief International 
Journalist, Newsmen and Radio 
Personal and others on the 
situation in the horm of Africa 


Jaalle Siyaad explained to 
journalists the historjeal bae- 
kground of the problems within 
Ethiopia, he pointed out that 
Ethiopia had particpated in the 
Europear scrumble for Africa. 
The peoples colonized under 
the Ethiopian Empire have been 
consistently waging just strugs- 
les for national self-determina- 
tion and independence. The str- 
uggles of these peoples the 
Western Somali, Abbo, Af- 
ars and Eritreans, have been 
intensified - recently as a re- 
sult of an obstinate unwilling 
ness to concede decolonize the 
Ethiopain Empjre peacefully, 





























Where by the Addis re, 
gime has sought 
tionalize the problems 
within Ethiopia, coubled with 
the USSR’S continued to give it 
Þuge gartities of sphisticated 
arms whjle cuba is supplying 
military personel. These forei- 
zn interference is posing a great 
threat not only to the libera- 
ation movements but to the 
peace and security of the nej- 
ghbouring states such as the 
SDR, and to the internatio- 
nal routes of this region. 
The Somalia Democratic Rep- 
ublic has patiently appealled to 
USSR and cuba to desist from 
their vprecedented interferen- 
ce,however to no avial. The 
presidet explained the b ack- 
ground behind the recent deci- 
sion of the Somali Democrtic 
Republic to abrogate the Soy- 
iet-Somalj Friendship ‘Treaty 
and to break off diplomatic 
relations with Cuba. 

In response to one of the 
questions posed, Jaalle Siad 
emphasied that Scmali rupture 


interna- 
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with the USSR and Cuba 
does not mean that Somalja 
kas dropped socialism. Socia- 
lism is not a property of any 
individual or nation, Somalia 
adopted socialjsm out of its 
own free will. socialism in 
Somalia was not an imposition 
of foreigners. 


Somalj history cbliged on us 
as a necessity to choose 
socialism as the path for rapid 
development. The Somali people 
have made impressive progress 
from the experience of socialist 
development during the past 
(8) years. 


Numerous objective obser: 
vers have confirmed that the 
the stiuation of Somalia after 
the Revolution is vastly supe- 
rior to the situation before the 
21st October 1969, Revolution 
accordingly, Somalia will con- 
tinue to persue the socialist 
path geared toward development. 

However poor, the Somali 
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people have justly, and impres. 
sively manifested their love for 
national dignity and sovereign- 
ty. On the other hand they have 
every right to support their 
brothers struggling against co- 
lonialism and for self-determina- 
tion and unity. 


Somalia will continue to 
play an active role in the anti- 
imperialist movement as a mem- 
ber of the non-aligned world — 
Somalia, of course has an im- 
portant role to play within A- 





frica and the Arab world, Pre- 
sident Siad reaffirmed. 

In response to other ques- 
tions, Jaalle Siyaad pointed out: 


a) that the number of Cu 
ban soldiers in Ethiopia is 
much greater than the 400-500 
cited in the Western press. 


b) That the relations bet- 
ween the Somali Democratic 
Republic, Saudi-Arabia and l- 
ran have long historical roots 





mainly as the result of the fact 
that the three countries share 
the same Islamic culture. 


c) That the Somali Demo- 
cratic Republic has alway: 
sought and will continue to 
strive for good neighbourly re- 
lations with Kenya, even thou- 
gh and hopes that the Kenyan 
leaders will not fall prey to the 
malicious propaganda unleash 
ed by the AddisAbaba regime 
in order to create conflict bet 
ween Kenya and Somalia. 








INFORMATION OFFICIAL 


The involvement of foreign 
troops in an attempt to rescue 
the inevitable and timely collap 
se of the Addis-Ababa coloniali- 
sm will be delineated in history 
with the discription of a shame 
less and absolutely unprincip- 
led undertaking. 


The engagement of foreign 
troops is an outright offence 
against international codes a 
violations of fundamental hu- 
man rights to render all out 
support to a colonial and an 
oppressive war, It is a univer- 
sally recognized phenomena 
for illegimate, unstable and in- 
consistent regimes to resort to 
the employment of foreign troo- 
ps and mercinaries, out of des- 
peration to fight against genune 
Revolutionaries and freedom 
fighters. History is rampant 
with scientific lessons regarding 
the disturbances and destruc- 
tions caused by foreign inter- 
ventions and the ultimate dis- 
grace and embarrasment of 
such acts deviod of any cohe- 





rent pattern; unless there are 
those who are pretending to 
refute the naked realities and 
revelations of such phenomena 
in the history of mankind in 
the case of interfering in to 
the internal affairs of other 
states. 


A spokesman for the minis- 
try of information and national 
guidance declared in response 
to a slatement made hy the 
Cuban foreign ministry, den- 
ying the presence of any Cu- 
ban trocps in Ethiopia as «base 
less, surprising and aimed at 
deceiving international public 
opinion». The spokesman said 
that the statement comes in 
fact, in direct contradiction wi- 
th earlier statements by the 
Cuban Government in which 
they recognized the presence of 
Cuban personnel and So-called 
technicians already operating in 
the area. «The Cuban foreign 
ministry’s statement as well as 
the previous statement made 
by Cuban leaders made no sec- 
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ret of the fact that Cuba is pre- 
pared to assist the Ethiopian 
Empire militarlly», the spokes- 
man said, and added that, 
«there is no doubt that there 
are thousands of Cuban forces 
bolstering the Abyssinian colo- 
nial army fighting against the 
WSLF, SALF, the Eritrean li- 
beration movement and other 
progressive forces from and 
with Abyssinia». 


The president of the SDR 
Jaalle Siad, declared on 21st 
October, that it is now beyond 
any doubt that the conflict bet- 
ween the forces of liberation 
and the colonizing power is be- 
ing transformed into an inter- 
national crisis threatening not 
only the S.D.R., but the whole 
region. A way conflagration in 
the region in which outside 
forces are actively engaged wou- 
Id have dire consequences for 
the peace in the area, the pea- 
ce of the middle east and Afri- 
ca, and as a result of the World 
at large. The president disclo- 
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sed the involvement and siding 
of Cuban troops with the Addis 
Ababa colonialism, 


The spokesman further poin- 
ted out that the WSLF and 
SALF have on different occa- 
sions warned Cuba to desist 
from its inimical military and 
political acts against them and 
condemned Cuban activities and 
interference in the liberation 
struggle. The objectives of the 
Cuban forces who are fighting 
side by side with the colonial 
Abyssinian troops is to suppress 








the national movements which 
are engaged in a legitimate 
struggle for independence and 
self-determination in a bid to 
perpetuate the colonial situation 
in the area. The spokesman 
stressed that it is a matter of 
public record well-known to the 
international community that 
the S.D.R., has always suppor- 
ted all National liberation 
movements such as those Pales- 
tine, Zimbabwe, South Africa 
and in other African regions as 
well as those in South East 
Asia», 





The spokesman for the -nins- 
try of Information and National 
guidance concluded kis stateme- 
nt by saying that in view of the 
development of this grave situa- 
tion in the horn of Africa, the 
SDR once again calls upon the 
Government of Cuba to with- 
draw its troops and military 
personnel from the Ethiopian 


Empire and to desist henceforth 
from any all political and mi- 


litary interferences in the affai 





rs of the Horn of Africa. 
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Jaalle Kulmiye awarding honour certificates on the closing of the14th 


International Fair., 


The 14th International Fair 
was opened in Mogadnishu on 
the 20th of October and contin- 
ued for a fortnight ending on 
4th of November this year. 


Among the participant coun- 
tries are: the United States of 
America, China, Japan, Roma- 
nia, Italy, Pakistan, Sudan and 
Soviet Union. Various Minis- 








tries and Agencies of the SDR 
and other foreign firms also 
participated in ihe fair. 


The Vice-President of Soma- 
lia Jaalle Major-General Hus- 
sein Kulmie Afrah officially 
also attended the closing cere- 
mony, As previous years the 
14th International fair coincid- 
ed with the celebration in the 
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14th INTERNATIONAL FAIR 


SDR for the 8th Anniversary 
of the 21st October 1969 Re- 
volution. 


In a speech on the occasion, 
the Vice-Pyesident thanked for 
the Ministry of Commerce 
and the chamber of commerce, 
Industry and Agriculture for 
their efforts in making it pos- 
sible the fair to be held in Mo- 
gadishu. He also praised the pa- | 
rticipant countries for display- 
ing products of their countries 
in the fair to reflect the deve- 
lopment of their technology, In- 
dustry and Agriculture, 


«It is also essential to men- 
tion here the major role of the 
Somali Democratic. Republic's 
Ministries, Agencies and regions 
in the fair», the Vice-President 
declared. 


Jaalle Kulmie distributed Ge- 
rtificates of Honour to the par- 
ticipants of the 14th Interna- 
tional Fair. 
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Syrian delegation visits SDR 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Jaalle Siyad welcoming Syrian delegation at his office, 


The Syrian delegation headed 
by Mr. Shail Sukaria, a mem- 
ber of ihe Syrian Ba’ath Party 
Central Committee: wound up 
an official visit in Somalia on 
25th of last month. 

The delegation had arrived 
in the Somali Democtatic Re- 
public on the 19th of October 
and had participated in the Eth 
Anniversary celebrations of the 
Somali Revolution of 21st Oc- 


tober 1969. 


During its stay here, the de- 
legation had talks with Somali 
officials on matters partaining 
to bilateral relations and other 
fields of interest and had the 
opportunity to visit areas in the 


Central Shabeli region, 





«The Arab Republic of Syria 
staunchly supports all peoples 
struggling for their freedom and 
independence and does not as- 
cept the continuation of the 
Mengistu rule», this was disclo 
sed by Suhail Sukaria, a mem- 
ber of the Syrian leadership 
shortly before departing from 
Mogadishu. 


Mr. Sukaria told reporters of 
the Ministry of infoymation that 
he did not think the SDR wants 
to capture any Ethiopian terri- 
tory but it was the peoples u3 


der the Addis Colonialism who 
were waging a war of liberation 
to regain their freedom and in- 


dependence. 


The Syrain delegation leader 


declared that the struggle of the 


— 30 — 





WSLF an SALF was an Arab 
struggle for freedom and they 
should be given their inalien- 
able rights to self-determination. 


Asked on the Geneve confe- 
rence of the Middle East coun- 
tries, Mr. Sukaria said that the 
Geneva conference cannoy obta_ 
in peaceful solution for the Mid- 
die East problem and declared 
that his country will not parti- 
cipate in the conference unless 
the people of Palestine were le- 
gally represented. 


He further said that Israel 
wants to endanger the peace 
and stability of lebanon inorder 
to recreate the earlier chaos in 
that country. He said that Ts- 
rael had carried out aggressive 
attacks on Southern Lebanese. 
He called on all Arab nations 
to resolutily counter Israel wars 
of aggression and clear it off 
from Lebanese territory. 


Mr, Sukaria said that his tal- 
ks with Somali officials 
crowned with success and ad- 
ded, that Somalia and Syria are 


were 


hound together by mutual in- 
terests as both are members of 
the Arab league and other wor- 


Id organizations. 


He expressed his personal 
appreciation of the warm wel- 
come accorded to his delegation 


during their slay in Somalia 
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The opening ceremony of the Stadium. 


The jnauguration ceremony 
of the «Mogadishu Stadium» 
Mid — November 1977 was 
attended by the Secetary Gen- 
eral of the SRSP and President 
of the SDR Jaalle Mohamed 
Said Barre. The Stadium was 
Jointly consturcted by the gov- 
erment of the SDR and the 
Peoples Republic of china. The 
Ceremony was also attended by 
the visiting chinese delegation 
led by the vice-Minister of cul- 
tural and sports commission, 
comrade Yu-Pu Hsuch, members 
of the Central Committee, offi- 
cials of International sports 
‘Organisations and government 
officals. 


In a speech on the occasion, 
the Miniser of Sports Jaalle, Co- 
lonel Farah Wais Dule Spoke at 
length of the deep friendly rel. 
ations between the two countr- 
sies which based on fraternity 


and mutual co-operation. The 
Minister said that China under 
the leadership of chairman Huo 
Kuo Keng and following the tea. 
chings of the great lender chai- 


rwan Mao Tse Tung can set an 



















































































































































































































































































OUND- UP 


example for selfiance and deve- 
lopment to the third-world cou- 
ntries in particular and the wor- 
ld at large. Jaalle Farah also 
pointed out the long struggle 
for national unity and indepen- 
dence from which, he said, she 
had gained experience which 
imbued it with an anti-colonia- 
list stand and solidatity with 
the progressive people as well 
as the support of all just causes. 


The Chinese delegation lead- 
er, Comrade Yu-Pu--Hsuch, w- 
ho also delivered a speech on 
the ceremony, admired the frie- 
ndly sentiments of the Somali 
people towards the chinese peo- 
ple. He said that the stadium 
is symbol of friendship between 
the peoples of China and Som- 
alia adding that the Chinese 
people se themselyes duty 
bound to render such assistance, 

Comrade Yu-Pu--Hsuch said 
ihe Chinese people express their 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Mogadishu International Stadium.. 
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appreciation of and support to 
the resolute action taken by the 
Somali government and people 
in safeguarding their sovereign- 
ty. 


The modern Mogadishu Stad- 
ium accupies a total area of 
about 210.000 sq. meters with 
a building flocr space of 23,756 
sq. meters and a seating capac- 
ity of 30,000 spectators. 


The inauguration of the Mog- 
adishu Statium coincided with 
the presence of Lioning provin- 
cial football team of China in 
Somalia. The Chinese team 
played a friendly match with 
the Somali national team and 
won 3:0, and lost another ma- 
tch by 1:3 on November 29 
with the Somali youth team. 


The SDR is extremely pleased 
at hosting the East and Central 
African Athletics Champion- 
ships and the East and Central 
African challenge cup contest. 
The Challenge Cup is divided 
into two preliminary groups; 
Somalia, Uganda, Kenya and 
Zanzibar are group «A», while 
Zamibia, Malawi and Tanzani 
are in group «B», 


The two day Athletics Cham- 
pionships events wound up on 
the 19th of November with Ken 
ya and Uganda in the lead. 
The challenge cup contests 
commenced on 25th November 
according to schedule, 


These events are being held 
in Mogadishu for the first time 
since the foundation of the East 
and Central African Sports 
Confederation some years ago. 
Almost eight years separate the 
first from the second; and all 
these years African Sports kept 





matching ahead from regional 
events to international events. 


The Chairman of the East 
and Central African Football 
Confederation (ECAFC), Mr. 
G. H, Mutovu, in an interview 
in the soccer challenge. Ans- 
in Mogadishu disclosed that all 
seven member countries of the 
confederation will participate 
in the socur challenge. Ans- 
wering a question, Mr. Mutouu 
said the extra - ordinary meeting 
in October to move the compe- 
tition to Malawi was held be- 
cause of unfounded and mis- 
guided information that Soma- 
lia was at war with Ethiopia 
and hence adequate security 
could not be guarantzed for the 
sportsmen in Mogadishu. «This 
baseless report was not perhaps 
the only reason why some coun- 
tries were worried over the 
security of the sportmen but we 
shall demonstrate that the soc- 
cer challenge officially in Mo- 
gadishu as was already decided 
in Zanzibar last year» Mr. Mu- 
tovu concluded. 


What is especially important 
is that in recent years African 
athletes have established them- 
selves permanently among the 
giant sportsmen and women in 
the Olympic family of the peo- 
ples of the world, and achieved 
outstanding results in many in- 
ternational contests. In parti- 
cular, the meeting in Dusseldolf 
last Sebtember, brought together 
the sportsmen and women from 
all continents in the world, in- 
cluding those from Africa who 
boycotted the montreal Olympi- 
cs in 1976, 


Even though Somalia does not 
have world renown athletes, 
nevertheless since the epoch of 


aw Fp 





the Somali Revolution of 21st 
October 1969, the government 
inspired by the dynamic leader- 
ship of president Siad has alrea- 
dy taken a great step forward 
in such a short time. The ga- 
mes are organized by govern- 


ment officials mainly after the 
formation of the ministry of 
sports with the objective of 
strengthening friendship and 
cooperation and similarly to 
develop and exploit with resoun- 
ding success both the individual 
and collective potentialities 
in sports and above all the at- 
tainment of international stan- 
dards in sports for the Somali 
youth. 


In Africa, Sports proved to 
be a sphere for the application 
of national efforts where the re- 
sults come first. The increas- 
sing mastery of the African 
sportsmen enabled to compete in 
the International Arena again- 
st representatives of the biggest 
sports power of the world. So- 
me new trends in African sports 
are now noticeable: a regular 
exchange of sport delegations 
taking place between separate 
countries on basis of special 
agreement such as the East and 
Central African Challenge seni 
or Cup Championships. Partici- 
pation in international competi- 
tion is no longer option of near- 
ly national sports; club teams 
and even school out-first take 
part in Inter-African contest. 
Different sport events that were 
not much popuuar in past are 
spreading over wider, 


The participation of the spor- 
tsmen and women from the Ea- 
st and Central African Coun- 
tries is evidence that Africa is 
ripe in bringing a revolutionary 
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success in sports, and enhance 
of unity in Africa. It goes wi- 
thout saying that besides being 
a useful aspect of developing 
the sportsmens body, sound 
health, self-discipline and per- 
severance, sports always mean 
| to create harmony, understan- 


ding and cooperation among 
nations. With this in mind, 
the success of sportsmen will 
be applauded as those of the 
African continent in a brother- 
ly spirit of good sportsmanship. 

The Somali football and ath- 
letics officials wish this years 


and anticipate; Somalia will de- 
monstrate an unprecedented hi- 
gh standard of performance of 
after an exhanstive and lengthy 
preparations to host and parti- 
cipate in the competitions being 
held in Mogadishu. 





Broadcasting organizations of non=aliegned 


Countries 


Delegations from about 70 
countries attended the first con- 
ference of the broadcasting or- 
ganizations of non-aliegned 
| countries held in Sarajevo, Yog- 
| aslavia, from Octchep 27 to 30 
this year. 


A congratulatory letter from 
Yugoslavia’s President Tito was 
read at the opening ceremony. 
It stated that the 
was the concrete inplementa- 
tion of the resolution of tke 
fight non-aliegned conference 
in Colobo on beter cocperation 
in the exchange of news amo- 
ng the non-aliegned 
The non-aliegned countries and 
and other developing countries 
particularly those which have 
just won liberation, are placed 
in an unequal position because 
of limited economic resources, 
poor technology and lack of ca- 
dres in specialized fields. Ther- 
efore mutual help and coopers- 
tion will make broadeasting and 
television a strong weapon in 
the hands of the people in these 
countries in their struggle for 
liberation and international re- 
lations on an equal footing, the- 
reby breaking the monopoly of 
news circulation the letter poi- 
nted out. 


conference 


countries. 











In an atmosphere of unity 
and full understanding, the con- 
ference discussed and adopted 
a declaration, an action progra- 
mme foy cooperation and a re- 
solution on the cocrdination of 
cooperation among the broad- 
casting organisations of non-al- 
iegned countries. The confere- 
nee decided te chocse Siera Le- 
one as the venue of the next 
conference and to set up a coo- 
rdination committze comprising 
Asian, African, Latin American 
and European countries, 


The declaration points cut 
that broadcasting and television 





meet in Yugoslavia 


ct the non-aliegned countries 
should play a still greater role 
in their unreserved support for 
the non-aliegned countries in 
the struggle for people’s libera- 
tion against and 
racism and in their support of 
the Palestinian Arab peoyle’s 
struggle under the leadership 
of the Palestine liberation or- 
ganization (PLO), 

The action programme 
phasizes that in developing and 
strengthening its broadcasting 
organizations of the most 
der-developed non-aliegned cou 
ntries and the liberation Me- 
vements. 


colonialism, 


em- 


un- 





Day of solidarity with Namibia 


Highlights from the October 
27th meeting of the United Na- 
tions Council for Namibia, A 
meeting held to mark the day 
of Solidarity with the 
of Namibia and theiy recogni- 
zed liberation movement, the 
South West African Peoples 
Organization (SWAPO), 


people 


Eleven years ago, on Octo- 
ber 27th-1966, the U.N. Gene- 
ral Assembly terminated South 








} 


Africa’s old league of Nations 
mandate for South West Africa 
later renamed Namibia - and 
decided that responsibility for 
the territory should be assumed 
by the world Organization. In 
the eleven years that followed 
the 1366 General Assembly de- 
U.N. resolu- 
tions have dealt witk steps nee- 
ded to make Namibia’ inde- 
pendence a realiiy. South Afri- 
ca, however, has refused to 


cision, numerous 
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comply with U.N. decisions on 
Namibia and continues to occu- 
py the territory illegally. 


On October 27th of this 
year the responsible body for 
the territory — the U.N’s Coun- 
cil meeting to observe the «Day 
of Solidarity» with the people 
of Namibia and their Recogni- 
zed liberation movent, SWAPO 
the South West Africa Peoples 
Organization, 


Secretary. — General Kurt 
Weldheim told the anniversary 
meeting that South Africa’s atti- 
tude constituted on unparalle- 
led challenge to the authority 
of the United Nations, and he 
restated the world Organization 
position on the question of 
Namibia which based on free 
elections on the basis of one 
man one vote: all Namibian 
political prisoners must be ps- 
leased; the application in Nami- 
bian political prisoners must 
bə released; the application in 
Namibia of all racially discri- 
minatory and politically oppres- 
sive laws and practices must be 
abolished; and all Namibians 
in exile for political reasons 
must be accorded full facilities 
to return to their country with- 
out risk of arrest. The Secretary 
General Kurt Weldheim stated 
that: there can be no doubt 
that unless the aspirations of 
the people of Namibia are fully 
respected and unless we can 
create without further delay the 
conditions necessary for the 
achievement of those aspirations 
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a most dangerous situation will 
develop with adverse consequ- 
ences which could well beyond 
the borders of the territory. 


Among U.N. resolutions on 
the question of Namibia is 
Security Council Resolution 385 
adopted unanimously on Jan- 
nary Ist, 1976. In it, the secu- 
rity Council, among other thin- 
gs, declared that the policy 
of Bantustants and homelands 
in Namibia should be termina- 
ted, called for free elections 
under U.N. supervision and 
control stated, that the South 
African administration should 
be withdrawn from the territo- 
ry, and autlined the steps that 
should be taken, with U.N. as- 
sistance, befoye people. 


For the Special Gommittee of 
24 on decolonization, Salim 
Ahmed Salim of Tanzania, 
Chairman of the Committee, 
appealed to nations that still 
maintain relations with South 
Africa to sever them: «Let us 
take this epportunity once again 
to address an urgent and ear- 
nest appeal to those states 
which still continue to maintain 
political and other links with 
the South African regimes to 
join in the concerted effort of 
the over whelming majority of 
this Organization to bring pres- 
sure to bear upon the regime 
by discontinuing all collabora- 
tion with that regime in order 
to ensure its compliance with 
the decisions of the U.N. untill 
the attainment by the people of 
Namibia of the objectives of 


i) Ee 





the charter of the United Na- 
tions and the Declaration of De- 
colonization». 


The Assistant Security - Gen 
eral of the O.A.U. Peter Onu 
spoke of the struggle of the 
Namibian people for indepen- 
dence: 


«..This is a struggle which 
has been prolonged because of 
Vorster’s defiance o the UN 
and because of the importance 
of the world bedy. Let us all 
resolve that this will be the 
last occassion for the com- 
memoration of Namibian Soli- 
darity Day. We would like to 
see the U.N. gather next year 
to celeborate the independence 
of Namibia instead 


«The People ,...the masses of 
these countries demand power, 
And in each instance Vorster 
has neither the  poliical will, 
the Prerequistie psychological 
constitution, nor the full reali- 
zation of the dictates of history. 
He will not surrender power 
volunterily. Thus the power 
must be seized by force, with 
the acceptance of all that this 
entails. We want peace in Na- 
mibia in the face of all the in- 
justice in our land. SWAPO is 
determined to end this injusti- 
ce by intensifying the struggle 
at all fronts, in particular, at 
the military front. We are 
confident the international Co- 


mmunity will stand by us in 
this commitment», 
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IMPERIALISM 
AND CULTURE 


CULTURE AND ART 








The retardation caused by wor- 
ld imperialism to the culture of the 
nations who suffered under colo- 
nialist subjugation was discussed 
in a seminar held in Algiers, the 
Capital City of Algieria — from 
11 to 15 October this year. The 
Seminar was organised by the In- 
ternational League for the Difence 
of Peoples’ rights for freedom and 
indenpendence and the Algerian 
Government has hosted it. 


During the course of the Semi- 
nar, which was held at the Peo- 
ple’s Hall in the Sanobar Club, 
study - lectures on how imperialis- 
ts had impeded various national 
cultures were discussed. 


Imperialism has imposed innu- 
merable problems and backward- 
ness on the nations of the world. 
On many occasions, the socio-eco- 
nomic backwardness and the poli- 
tical disarray inherited from impe- 
rialism had been discussed. Hence 
imperialism is a political reality, 
which is based on socio-economic 
structure whose oppressive and 
suppressive essence have been felt 
not only at national levels but also 
throughout the world. 


People have suffered the most 
servile conditions in the countries 
where capitalism is transformed 
into imperialism, and where ex- 
ploitation has taken deeper roots. 


There, the individuals were depri- 
ved of their rights to live a descent 
life as they were alienated from 
the fruits - products -of their mu- 
scles and minds, Worse still, these 
products were manipulated so 
wrongly that it had served a threat 
to the well-being of mankind. <A 
glaring example of this, is the clo- 
ssal amount of materials and man- 
power spent to produce armaments 
and to maintain military alliances, 
at a time when many millions of 
families are starving on our planet. 


In other words, we must make 
note of the annual human death 
rate as a result of starvation. Besi- 
des, it is horrifying to see the enor- 
mous quantities of food and other 
products being wasted into the sea 
to avoid inflation while the pro- 
ducers lack proper dwellings and 
descent dresses. 


Further more, the process of di- 
cission-making is concentrated in- 
to the hands of the minority mono- 
polistic group - that owns the mul- 
ti-national companies; the majority 
of the people are deprived of their 
say in the socio - political life of 
the society. 


International imperialism had 
imposed more calamities and wre- 
ched conditions on the nations 
who had been in retard to develop 
capitalism fully. They were con- 


ow 
n 


By Rashid Sh. Abdullahi 


querred by brute force; they were 
denied to decide their destiny; bo- 
th the manpower and the material 
resources of their countries were 
missused and manipulated to their 
detriments; their socio - economic 
progress wás impeded deliberately; 
even their social structures were 
deformed in such a way that it re- 
tained the outmoded 
structures: i.e. tribalism and feua- 
dalism which serve as a weapon 
against liberation movements and 


primitive 


progressive tendencies. 


All these above mentioned pro- 
blems were, on many 
pinpointed by the socialist world 
and by tke democratic forces in se- 
minars and other fora. But, the 
harmful effects which imperialism 
has had on the culture of the co- 
lonized nations have so far recei- 
ved a negligible attention in ear- 
lier discussions. To remedy this si- 
tuation, it was the main issue the 
Seminar has discussed at Algiers. 


occasions, 


Numbering about two hundred 
people, the participants represen- 
ted practically all continents: Euro- 
pe, North America, Latin America 
Africa and Asia. The Chairman 
of the Seminar, Senator Lelio Bas- 
so from Italy was the organizer of 
the International League for the 
Defence of Peoples’ rights for 
freedom and independence. Also 
the participants of the seminar in- 
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cluded some distinguished persona- 
lities, such as comrade Mohamed 
Aden Sheikh’ Chairman of the Bu- 
reau for Ideology and member of 
the Central Committe of the So- 
mali Revolutionary Socialist Party 
(SRSP), Minister of Education 
(Gini Bissau), and the Minister 
for the Algerian Presidency, Sayid 
Dalib Ibrahim. 


Various aspects of the cultures 
of the nations oppressed by impe- 
tialism had been analysed in this 
seminar. One of these topics was 
the colonial educational systems, 
and the extent to which these edu- 
cational systems had detached the 
colonized nations from their cultu- 
res, Another topic discussed was 
the influence which the imperialist 
mass - media bore on the colonized 
peoples in the process of degrading 
the traditional customs and nation- 
al cultures these people's aspirations 
for their freedom and for their exis- 
tence as nations. The problems that 
foreign languages had created for 
colonial countries, were also discus- 
sed in the Seminar. The negative im- 
pacts which the imperialist influen- 
ce has on these nations as a re- 
sult of the languages have also 
been highlighted. The aim of the 
imperialists was to erase the spi- 
rit of nationalism as well as the 


love for their cultural identity 
from the hearts of the colonial 
peoples. 


As soon as the imperialists achi- 
eve this goal they can easily mani- 
pulate these nations and can use 
them to serye colonial objectives. 
once they have lost their national 
self-identity, or their traditional 
cultures, Lelio Basso saw this res- 
lity, when he said: «destroying or 
deforming the culture, implies se- 
parating the individual from his 


social environment, and the inte- 
gration of the two is an inevitable 
factor for the survival of man.» 
The crucial issue lies in the des- 
truction of the cultural life of the 
peoples by uprooting man his en- 
vironment. This gives birth to an 
individual with a low scale of va- 
lues towards his soil, his society 
and his culture - an individual who 
is ignorant of the history of his 
society. Even if he has glimses of 
his history through the medium of 
the colonial educational - system, 
it was presented to him as a sava- 
ge type of culture. He was indoc- 
trinated to love and value the his- 
tory of Europe end the Western 
countries; he was tought that the 
West is the source of human civi- 
lization and the light of knowled- 


ge. 


ge. This is how the colonial sub- 
ject was hypnotized to reject his 
culture, land and society, yearning 
for Europe which has, thus, trans- 
formed him into a tocl that easily 
serves imperialism. 





In all the colonized countries 
such individuals serve imperialists 
interests to the detriment of the 
wish of their countries and peop- 
les; they help imperialism to con- 
solidate its grip over nations and 
to perpetuate neo-colonialism; 
they are alienated from their 
country and society; they are tho- 
se who are indifferent to the 
problems and aspirations of their 
nations assimilating the life of 
Europe; they are those who de- 
fend imperialist interests by frus- 
trating the efforts of the masses 
in the true struggle for economic 
independence. social progress and 
democracy rule. 


Imperialism does not only rely 


—=— oh = 


on these elements to implement 
its designs, but it also employs 
modern technology and its large: 
scale industries whose products 
are flooded in the markets of the 
third world. In this way, imper- 
ialism spoils the consumer- the 
third world by infusing them 
with such bad habits and manners 
as «wanting without working». 
These elements are tempted to 
overlook the reality prevailing in 
their society, which needs the 
girding up their loins for progress. 
Also imperialism employs the 
mass-media to mislead the people 
from the right path. This mass- 
media claims to be objective in the 
search for truth. The fact is that 
it paints the lie as truth, and dis- 
torts the truth, thus creating terror 
in the world. The aim behind 
such leading is to confuse the 
people so that they seek to take 
mental refuge in the folds im- 
perialism. 


All these means are employed 
by the impeiarlists in order to 
retard the progress of the nationa- 
list regimes in developing coun- 
tries. By these manipulations. 
imperialists shatter the unity of 
the nationalist forces in order to 
win followers to help overthrow 
the progressive government. 


This topic and other similar 
issues were heing discussed in the 
seminar for four days. One of 
the issues that won the unanimity 
of the participants was the revi- 
val of traditional cultures which 
contribute to the socio-economic 
development of these emerging 
nations. Also the need for a 
script to write the vernacular 
languages was raised at the se- 
minar, but many countries had 
rejected this idea because of the 
multiplicity of languages in some 
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countries where different tribes 
speak different languages. Ip 
such cases, it was realized thai 
choosing a standard language for 
these countries may create crises 
which could lead to chaos and 
national disintegrity, These si- 
tuations compelled some of the 
African countries to use fore!gr 
languages as the official medium 


of communications. Both Somalia 
end Algeria were lucky to have 
one language; this made it possi 
ble to adopt scripts for these lan- 
guages which now function a: the 
medium of communication aud ins 
truction. 

On closing the seminar, the 
conference had issued resolution: 
pertaining to all topic discussed 


Although the participation of the 
African and Asian continents was 
far less than expected yet the se- 
minar was a success and it coule 
be characterised as the true re- 
presentative to express the fee 
lings of the progressive forces 
which are waging a continuous 
struggle against world imperia 
lism. 





DOES WRITING EXPAND’ 
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Nomads learning the script under the tree. 


In the last Issue of this Maga- 
zine Halgan, I raised the question: 
«How far was the writing of the 
Somali language successful?» The 
introduction had dealt with the 


importance of writing to the lan- 
guage, but the article had outlined 
the need for a two-way communi- 
cation between the government and 
the masses. An understanding 


tS 


LANGUAGE? 


By Ibrahim Awed (Kihoi! 


between the govenor und the go 
verned is very essential if harmony 


ig to prevail in = vountry, 





As I promised you, L wiii dis- 
cuss the question: «Dogs the 
ting of the Somali language expand 
it and help m 
discuss this qu 
look into the following twa hea 
dings which are closely ir i 









education?» To 


ony mist 





l. EXPANSION OF 
TION: 

The adoption of the script to wri- 
te the Somali and the 
gampaiga 


EDUCA: 


Ignowage 






launching of the luaraey 
have both played key roles in the 
expansion of education since the 
October Revolution in 1969. Geng- 
rally, one gains knowledge cither 
through direct life experience or 
through Jearing from others by 
reading and by hearing stories. As 
man’s life-span is relatively short, 
direct life experionce avails us not 
very much knowledge, though it 
is, by far, the most useful form of 
acquiring knowledge: we learn 
from others a lot, but «with the 
exception of the preserved material 
such ag publications, recordings. 
films and photoes» much of it is 
oral, and is therefore bound to be 
unreliable since its verbatism ob- 
jectively ciminishes its authencity; 


HALGAW 


November 1977 





so it reaches us in a distorted and 
defaulted cendition. 


For this reason, the best method 
to expand knowledge remains to 
be the written form. The authenci- 
ty of any written First-hand infor- 
mation could be as good as any 
first-hand information we obtain 
from original source, for it has 
not lost its details on a chain of 
story letters and story receivers, 
Considering that literacy was use- 
ful to the expansion of knowledge 
among the masses, we can raise the 
question: «Why shouldn’t we use 
the foreign language to fight illi- 
teracy?» The simple answer to 
such a question would have been: 
«lt is better draw water with your 
own hands than with other’s han- 
ds». Inspite of the fact that the 
foreign languages «both Italian and 
English» were fully deyeloped lan- 
guages, yet it would have been an 
impossible task to produce over 
a million literates in so short a 
time. The sensible thing to do 
was to apply the Somali proverb 
quoted above. It wuld have been 
a futile exercise to try to teach 
nomadic mothers, for example, 
how to read and write English in 
few months. It would have been 
more sensible as was proven by 
the results of the literacy 
campaign launched in 1974, to 
adopt a script - few dozens of let- 
ters and to teach mothers, wor- 
kers, peasants and livestock her- 
ders these letters so that they cou- 
ld easily learn how to read 
and write their own mother-tongue, 
instead of introducing a language 
completely new to them, The re- 
sults of adopting the Somali seri- 


pt are: 


a) In 1974, a literacy cam- 
paign was launched and with- 


in a few moths, 1.757.779 people 
were taught how to read and write 


Somali; 


b) The campaign is continued 
on yearly basis but in a gmaller 
scale, and as a result 568,546 peo- 
ple were enrolled in literacy clas- 
ses this year; 


c) More people turned up for 
the enrolment of the adult educa- 
tion due to the increase of the 
adult literates. This increase is 
265%, a rise from 18,956 in 1969 
to 65,907 in 1977; 


d) School population rose by 
341% since the Revolution (from. 
55,023 in 1969 to 242,696 in 
1977) due both to the writing of 
the Somali language and to the 
building of more classrooms. 


As it been szen from the statistical 
data, the rate of the growth of 
female school population is far 
greater than that of the male pop- 
ulation; In primary and secondary 
schools, boys increased by 35% 
while girls rose by 747%: Simi- 
larly, in the adult education, the 
number of the male rose by 162% 
we here that of the female increa- 
sed by 744%, This is a clear indi- 
cation of the fast speed which sis- 
ters are catching up with their bro- 
thers who had so far dominated 
the educational opportunities in 
the country. Competition is per- 
missible as long as it is healthy. 

It is also worth menioning that 
writing the Somali language has 
greatly improved the communica- 
tion between the teacher and his 
pupils, for the mother-tongue pro- 
vided the teacher with hetter chan- 
ce to explain the lessons easier. 
The syllabi was also changed in or- 


= Fe = 


der to draw example and inspira- 
tions from the local enviroment 
and from the national culture 
which are, no doubt, much easier 
for our children to understand. 
Even changing the foreign names 
in universal tales has been an in- 
conceiveable help. These changes 
would have not been possible with 
out wirting the Somali language. 
Formerly, students had two prob- 
lems; lessons grew more difficult 
to comprehend on the one hand 
and more unknown words con- 
fronted them on the other, Now, 
lessons do get harder but relative- 
ly fewer unkown words came up. 
So at least one of these two twine 
problems was either wholy solved 
or minimized. 


2. EXPANDING THE LANGU- 
AGE 

As soon as the Somali script was 
adopted and the mother-tongue 
was introduced into the offices and 
schools, it was noted that our 
language was uncer-developed at 
least in so far as science technology 
and administration were concer- 
ned. We appreciated that our 
language has primarily come from 
the nomadic way of life as well as 
from primitive peasantry. There- 
fore, it was necessary to create a 
massive range of new terminology 
so that the Somali language can 
be effective in all fields and leve- 
ls of the modern life from the 
fields of technology, sciences, phi- 
losophy and social seiences to the 
general administration of the cous- 
try. This, in effect was expanding 
and enriching the Somali language 
itself, 


Initially, newspaper readers, of- 
fice clerks and students could not 
be süre of the use and application 
of many Somali words. It was a 
common practice to use (in brac- 
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kets) foreign words and phrases 
for reasons of more clarification in 
case the Somali words failed to 
convey the intended message. 
Thanks heavens, today this state 
of uncertainty has now come [to 
an end, office correspondence is 
more trinmend and the clerks are 
more confident in their mother- 
tongue, dispensing with labourious- 
ly punctuating foreign words and 
phrases in office correspondence 
and reports. This wag not an easy 
task, I believe; it needed 
work and the language was enri- 
ched in four directions: 


a) Terminology have drawn 
from the pastoral life, giving 
them a meaning with a dimension 
greater than its original one. This 
range of terminology 
science, technology, general ad- 
ministration, philosophy etc, For 
example: BULSHO: Formerly 
known as a small group of cattle- 
herders, this word is now synoni- 
mous with «society», and «com- 
unity» thus gaining a considerable 
dimension in meaning. So with 
its help, we speak of «Somali so- 
ciety» and of «word community». 
JAANGOOYO: Formerly known 
as making foot-measurement in 
order to make shoes, this word is 
now used for «planning» so with 
its help, we speak «national plan- 
ning». KORMEER: Formerly 
used when elderly people go out 
to ensure that the livestock are 
well-looked after by the youth. 
it now embraces the wide 
meanings of inspection and con- 
trolling the implementation of the 
national duties as well as of audi- 
ting national accounts. 


concerns 


b) Terminolgy was translateđ 
literally from foreign languages. 
This range of terminology at first 


a hard” 


sounded strange and distasteful 
but as time went on, both the ear 
and the pen have accustomed to 
to them. Examples MADAXWEY- 
NE (head of state), WAREEGO 


(circular), WARBIXIN (report). 
JEEGA WAREEGA (circular 
cheque), DANJIRE (charge’ d’af- 
faires), XISAAB-SOCOTA current 


account), C ASHU URT A 
DADBAN (indirect tax), WAX- 
BARASHADA AAN TOOSKA A- 
HAYN (informal 
SAADAASHA HAWADA (wea- 


ther forecast), BADMAAX (sea- 
man), Jaalle Xalimo (Comrade Ha- 


limo), WERIYAHA SONNA HEB- 
LA ((SONNA Reporter, Miss x), 


AGAASIMAHA HEBLA (Direc- 
tor, Miss y). For the benefit of 
non-Somalis, traditionally Somali 
language has different genders for 
adjectives that discribe female na- 
mes, so this is a break of the tra- 


ditional rule); GANACSIGA GU- 
DAHA (internal trade), GANAC- 
SIGA UMMADDA (national tra- 


de), WASAARADDA SHAQADA 


IYO CAYAARAHA (Ministry La- 
bour and Sports). The translation 
of the two trade example, is not 
only funny but it is also equivo- 
cal. They can have connotations 
which are funny and unkind. In 
the case of the name of the Minis- 
try, the Somali version sounds iro- 
nic, because traditionally the idea 
of labour «shago» is conflicting 
with that of sports «cayaar», later 
on, the word «cayaar» was drop- 
ped and «sport» was Somalized 
which really conveys the meaning 
of «playing». So one makes 
joke of asking: «how can working 
and playing go in harmony? Ei- 
ther you are playing or you are 


education). 


i en 


working». 


Technology which were for- 
eign but Somalized. The So- 
foreign but somalized. The So 
mali language has many words of 
Arabic origin. These are not un- 
der disussion here. l mean the 
latin origin such asthe names of 
the months which normally take 
the Italian pronounciation, ag well 
as the words: science, bank, philo- 
sophy, technology, ideology, book, 
cheque, motor, chiuffer, driver 
mechanic, engineer, film, police. 
military, fascism, burgeois, democ_ 
racy, sports, etc. These are pro- 
nounced in English, Arabic or Ita- 
lian, according to one’s foreign 
background, 


Terminology drawn from the 
meaning of Somali words such 
as hantiwadaagayn «socializing». 
or qaramayn «nationalizing», maa- 
rayn «managing», midayn  «unit- 
ing», aqoondirsad «Educational 
correspondence», Unug «cell». 
Hoggaan «Bureau», bukaan-socod 
«dispensary» As you can note, so- 
me of the terms are Somali wor- 
ds which were given a new form 
of verb. The noun «Tol», takes 
the subfix «ayn» to form the verb 
«tolayn», which is nationalizing 
with a bit of tribal colour. So to 
refrain. from any word that has 
tribal connotions, the word «to- 
layn) was dropped and «Qarama- 
yn» drawn from «Qaran» which is 
free from tribal background, was 


taken instead: 


In the next issue, J will discuss 
the last part of this series, under 
the heading: Documentation of 


history and culture. 
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Schocls 1969 1977 % 
— Primary 48.611 229.030 371 
— Secondary 6412 13.666 113 

Total 55.023 242.696 431 
— Male 45.447 161.577 35 
— Female 9,576 81119 747 
Total 14.868 39.016 162 


ADULT EDUCATION 


— Male 3.188 26.891 744 

— Female 18.656 65,907 265 

Total 73,079 308,603 336 
The Grand Total — — 1757.779 
LITERECY = 568.546 


— Campaign (1974) 


—- Continuation 


MOTHER AFRICA (A Poem) 


Mohamed Haibe Kahin 


The history of the emergence of Africa as a respectgnle continent 
is one of toil and sacrifice. There was a time when Africa was kno- 
wn as the «Dark Continent», and the word «Negro» was synonymous 
with «Slave». Africa has been the victim of the worst possible form 
of exploitation at the hands of the imperialists. But then, we the people 
of Africa, pulled ourselves out of this toil and abyss owing to our uni- 
ty, combined with the justified ambition to be recognised as free nation 
of the world. The unity that was responsible for our deliverance ought 
to be maintained and fellow African nations should not dance to the 
tune of the imperialists, staking their own rights and privileges. The 
poem that follows containg a message for Africa in general and for 
Ethiopia in particular. 


Who is unaware of the past gloomy days of Mother Africa, 

Of the ebony-skinned Mother held fast in the servile chains, 
Of her sufferings borne as the victom of colonialism and strife. 
Of the ships that put off her coastal harbours in pursuit, 
Whereby thousands of her off spring forcibly deported for sale, 


And all her treasure and riches carried to alien lanas, 
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Of her fabulous body whose colour as black as the night, 
Rendered bloody by the hands of the villainous Whites, 


Who tore her up into micro-states and deprived her of hu- 
man rights. 


Indeed Mother Africa is torn and tortured to a piteous extent! 
With the tortured cry of agony distorting her innocent lips, 
With her long range call for help far to her children, 


Thousands, inspired by her call, took up their weapons to deli- 
ver her; 


The long bitter struggle ensued thus ended with the Whites’ de- 
feats; 


Mother Africa was finally rescued and history has taken a new 
turn. 


Decades and centuries passed till at last Mother Africa’s day ar- 
rived, 


Walls fell that had barred her earlier from the progressive world; 
The glorious days of spirit spread with a refreshing force, 

Cheers for Africa’s deliverance echoed through the continent! 
Now are Mother Africa’s cherished dreams to be fully fulfilled. 
Woe for her sad fate! Mother Africa again turned pale and ill, 
The worst, never expected tragic event, has befallen her: 

The eldest son, her future hope, was fooled and led astray; 


The White imperialists had influenced the focl and he sided with 
them; 


He became a black imperialist and colonized his own flesh and 
blood! 


But alas! Even though most of the white colonialists were forced 
out, 


The old fool still clings to the territories illegally acquired, 


And despite his Marxist-Leninst rhetorics, continues the colonial 
legacy, 


Denying the right to self-determination of the people of Western 
Somalia and Eriteria! 


= whe 
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BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS 








This essay presents a review of 
the book Food First Beyond the 
Mayth by Frances Moore Lappe’ 
and Joseph Collins (Boston: Hou- 
ghton Mifflin Co. 1977). This im- 
portant bock leaves a lasting im- 
pression on anyone who reads it. 
It is written in a simple and strig- 
ht forward manner, its chapters 
are headed by challenging ques- 
tions such as: «Are people a lia- 
bility or a Resource?» Does Igno- 
rance Breed Babies? etc. Apart 
from its attractive style and from, 
the hook’s content is extremely 
crucial since it deals with the is- 
use of food self-sufficiency in the 
underdeveloped world. 


The author deburk and desr- 
oy the popular myth that the un- 
derdeveloped countries have no 
choice but to endure the vicious 
trap of poor technology, popula- 
tion explosion and a declining ag- 
ricultural surplus. They accept 
the fact that at present hunger 
and malnutrition kill about 10,000 
people a day, main children for li- 
fe, deforming bodies and disabling 
minds. Paradoxically, the authors 
amass facts to prove that most of 
the suffering is in areas where the 
soil is fertile, the climate is good 
and the population is not toa den- 
se! The author shows that it is 
toa simplistic to blame nature or 
population growths. They mar- 
shall a great deal of figures anc 


OVERCOMING 


facts to demonstrate that the vari- 
ous «Symptoms» of underdevelo- 
pment cannot be taken to account 
for the real rocts or cause of the 
problem, 


The authors argue that there 
is no two separate worlds as we 
imagine, «one as HAVE and the 
other HAVE not». They add: «co- 
lonialism destroyed the cultural 
patterns of production and excha- 
nge by which traditional society 
had met the needs of the peo- 
ple. Pre-colonial village existence 
in subsistence agriculture was a 
limited life inaeed but it is cer- 
tainly not calcutta», They make 
us understand that the misery we 
sze in present day calcultta, for 
example is the outcome of a long 
historical process. Like Walter 
Rodney in his book How Europe 
Underdeveloped Africa, the auth- 
ors view the term «underdevelop» 
not as an adjective but as a verb 
meaning the process of undermin- 
ing a certain society. It is a pro- 
cess involving domination and ex- 
ploitation leading to 
mie distortions, dependency ete, 


socio-econo- 


Issues such as malnutrition, le- 
vel of agricultural production oF 
the ecological endowment of a 
particular underdeveloped coun- 
try must therefore, be viewed not 
as separate entities but within the 
context of a historical past invol- 


== AD 


FOOD SCARCITY 


By Amina H. Adan 


ving subjugation and exploita- 
tion. Popular propaganda pictur- 
ers the world today as one in 
which hungry millions are a bur- 
den to a well-fed few. The tru- 
th is that the over-fed few have 
henefitted from the exploitation 
of the hungry millions, 


Prior to colonial domination, 
most of these countries, did not 
experience the food shortages they 
encounter today. In 1890 a Bri- 
tish ggriculturalist working in In- 
dia admired the ingenuity of the 
Indian farmer. He marvelled at 
their system of rotation and mix- 
ed crops and noted: «I, at least, 
have never szen a more perfect 
picture of cultivation.» 


John Stuart Mill once observed 
that colonies were not really coun- 
tries bu «agricultural establish- 
ments» whose only purpose were 
to supply the metropolitan pow- 
ers with foodstuffs, raw materia- 
Is and cheap labour. Gambia, for 
examples, before the advent of 
colonialism, produced a great deal 
of rice. During colonial rule, Pea- 
nuts took the place of rice. Simi- 
larly, Zanzibar came to produce 
cloves rather than rice. In Ghana, 
coccoa came to replace yams and 
food-stuffs in order to provide 
Europe with chocolate! Liberia 
became a virtual plantation subsi- 
diary for Firestone Tire and Rub- 
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ber company. In Benin and Sou- 
th East Nigeria, focd production 
was abandoned in favour of palm 
oil. Tanzania was forced by her 
former colonizers to focus on si- 
sal and Uganda on cotton and cof- 
fee, French landowners exploited 
Vietnamese labour in order to tran, 
sform the Mekong Delta into the 
world’s largest rice exporting zo- 
ne while millions of Vietnamese 
went hungry. 


Generally, cash crops took the 
place of food-stuff production un- 
der colonial imposition. Colonial 
strategy involved forcing the co- 
lonized people to grow cash cro- 
ps instead of needed food-stuffs. 
It is the colonizer who benefits 
from oriented agriculture towards 
cash crops exports. 


The authors vividly degcribed 
the gun and whip methods utiliz- 
ed to impose cash-crop growing 
upon formerly self-sufficient po- 
pulations colonially imposed taxa- 
tion also served as a means of rei- 
nforcing cash crops growing. The 
huge profits a massed in this proc- 
ess served the colonizers at tke 
expense of the colonized. Thus it 
came to be that countries emerg- 
ed specializing in the production 
of one or two crops such as su- 
gar, cotton, coffee, cocoa, sisal, 
tobacco, banana, peanuts etc. 


Naturally, colonial 
met with stiff resistance on the 
part of the exploited people, Ev- 
entually this resistence led to the 


exploitation 


rise of national liberation move- 
ments. 
Unfortunately for most coun- 


tries the era of independence has 
not resulted in the effective des- 
truction of underdevelopment. Ca- 
sh crop growing and food depen- 


dency continue to plague many co. 
untries. Nevertheless, certan coun- 
have begun to pursue polic- 
ies effectively aimed at severing 
the colonial links that maintain 
exploitation and underdevelopm- 
ent. The outhors single out the 
people’s Republic of China as a 
shining example of a country that 
has solved many of the problems 
confronting Third World countries. 
They point out that »In China to- 
day, there is no inflation, no star- 
vation no beggars, no hunger or 
malnurtrition.» The Chinese, for- 
merly plagued by droughts and fl- 
oods have worked to multiply the- 
irrigated land, They have doub- 
led their yield of major grains in 
two decades. Of course, the aut*ors 


point out that it would not be possi- 
ble or desirable to imitate blindly 
all aspects of the great Chinese ex 
periment. However, it has great ma- 
ny lessons to offer the peoples of 
the underdeveloped countries. 


Since the October Revolution of 
1969, Somalia has been pursuing 
policies aimed at food  self-suffi- 
ciency by 1980 as described in an 
article which appeared in HAL- 
GAN Number 10 (August 1977)j' 
«Food First» gives an ample evi- 
dence to support all efforts aimed 
at self-reliance and self-sufficiency 
in food stuffs. The authors have, 
in fact, indicated interest in fur- 
ther studying the experience So- 
malia in this and related matters.. 





HALGAN BIBLIOGRAPHY NO. I 


This is the First of a projected series of bibliographies on Halgan 


materials. It is offered as a useful reference 


for our readers some of 


whom, from time to time, may need to refer to particular back issues 
of Halgan. This bibliographical list covers materials included in the is- 
sues of Halgan that have appeared during the past year up to and inclu- 
ding the October First Anniversary issue. 


ITEM ISSUE NO. DATE 
I Editorial Notes. 
Jaalle Siad’ October 21st 1976 Address — 2% — November 1976 


Jaalle Siad’s Police Anniversary, Address — 3 — December 1976 


The Secretary - General’s Speech on Party 


Administration Relations == N= May 1977 
Imperialist Propaganda Drums — 6 — April 1977. 

The Seyenth Year of the Somali Revolution— 1 — October 1977 

17 Years of National Independence — $— July 1977. 

On 15th May 1943 i — 8— June 1977 

The Anniversary of the SRSP — 9— July 1977 

A Glance at the Situation in Jibuti — 3— December 1976 
The Voice of Jibouti — 7— May 1977 

Jibuti Becomes Independent — 9— July 1977 


A. Socialist Solution to Ethiopian 


Ay 
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Somali Problems — 
On the Situation in Ethiopia — 
Eritrea: The Struugle Continues — 
The Horn of Africa — 
On Somali - Soviet Relations — 
The Afro - Arab Summit Conference — 


The Arab Summits and the Issue of Leb- 
onan = 


The Geneva Conference — 
The Paris Talks — 
US President Elections — 
Hopes for the New year (1977) — 
Chama Cha Mapinduzi Tanzania — 
On Internal Party Discussions — 
Founding Congress of the Somali Women 

Democratic Organisation — 
The Workers and their Responsibilities — 
The Birth of Halgan — 
Halgan’s First Anniversary — 


The Eighth Anniversary of the Somali Re- 
volution en 


I! PARTY LIFE 
The Report of the Secretary - General of 


the SRSP to the 3rd Plenary Session of the 
Central Committee: St 


The Resolutions of the 3rd Plenary Session 
of the CC of the SRSP — 


The Secretary - General on Party Role — 
The October Revolution and the Party — 


The Establishment of a Vanguard Party in 
Somalia — 


A Commentary on the Party Programme 
and Constitution — 


The Processes of Formation of the SRSP 
and the Social Organisations — 


Immediate Tasks of the SRSP — 


was AE 


1 — October 1976 
5 — March 1977 


9 — July 1977 
10 — August 1977 
8 — June 1977 


6— April 1977 


2— November 1976 
3 — December 1976 
6 — April 1977 

2 — November 1976 
3 — December 1976 
5 — March 1977 

4 — February 1977 


5 — March 1977 
May 1977 

1 — October 1976 
October 1977 


T 


12 — 


12 — 


October 1977 


4 — February 1977 


4 — February 1977 
8&8 — June 1977 
1 — October 1977 


1 — October 1977 


1 — October 1976 


9— July 1977 
July 1977 
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The Training of Political Cadres — 
Ideological Education for the Members of 
the Party of the New Type — 


On the Defence of our Dignity and Inde- 
pendence = 
The Party and Youth — 


Workers and Peasants are Vanguard of 
New society = 


Formation of the SRSP Cells in Benadir 
Region — 


The Establishment of the Afgoi District 
Branch of the SRSP — 


Report on Internal and External Activities— 
Fhe lasks of the Party Committees — 


II POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONO- 
MIC AFFAIRS. 


The Public Sector in Socialist Somalia 
(Part One) — 


The Public Sector in Socialist Somalia (Part 
Two) = 


The Party, Planning and Economic Deve- 
lopment e 


Revolutionary Transformation from Noma- 
dism — 


Mongolia’s lessons for Somalia — 
Towards Food Self-Sufficiency by 1989 -— 


The Founding Congress of the Somali Wo- 
men Democratic Organisation (SWDO) — 


The Founding Congress of the General Fe- 
deration of the Somali Trade Union —— 


The Founding Congress of the Somali Re- 

volutionary Youth Unionn (SRYU) — 
Reflections on the Somali Working Class — 
Revolutionary Changes in Somali Education— 


The Western Somalia Liberation Fronts 
(WSLF) — 


Colonialism and Resistance - Historical No- 
tes on Western Somalia — 


Reflections on Eight Years of Revolution- 
ary Struggle a 


IV. PROBLEMS OF DAILY LIFE 


On Commodities and Prices — 


= 45) = 


1 — October 1976 


5 — March 1977 


10 '— Augusto 
3 — December 1976 


4 — February 1977 


5 — March 1977 


2 — November 1976 
3 — December 1975 
12 — October 1977 


3 — December 1976 
5 — March 1977 

2 — November 1976 
1 — October 1976 

3 — December 1976 
10 — August 1977 

6 — April 1977 


7 — May 1977 


8&8 — June 1977 
8 — June 1977 
$— July 1977 


11 — September 1977 


12 — October 1977 


12 — October 1977 


1 — October 1976 
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On the Black Market 

On Road Accidents 

The Question of Rental laws 
Shortage of Transport in Mogadishu 
Qn Films 

The Shortage of Charcoal 


V. WORLD AFFAIRS 


The Liberation of the Somali Coast (Jibouti}— 


The Liberation of Jibouti (Part two) 


The Struggle to Liberate Jibouti (Part three) — 


New Imperialist Manouvres in the Middle 


East 


The Middle East Settlement issue 


The Conference of African and Arab Hea- 


ds of States 


Who Endangers the Red Sea 


The Liberation of Southern Africa Enters 


a New Stage 


Crisis in the Citadel of Racism and Apar- 


theid 


Zimbabwe: Imperialist Plans Shattered 


The Benin Revolution Opts for Scientific 


Socialism 


Namibian Struggle Enters a New Phase 


The 59th Anniversary of the Great October 


Revolution 
Chile: The People’s Cause Will Triumph 
General Features of Neo-colonialism 


The Third World and the 
Economic Order 


A Comment on the OAU Charter 


VILTHEORETICAL ISSUES 
Theoretical Aspected of Class Relations 


Legal Consciousness 


The role of Culture in 
and Struggle 


International 


the Independence 
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Scientific Basis of Modern Management 
Lenin's Principles of Party leadership 
Lenin’s Norms of Party Life 


Lenin’s Ideological Heritage 


On Lenin’s Norms of Party Life (fart two) 


Just and Unjust wars 


>elf-determination and Territorial Integrity 


On Party Cells 


Selection, Preparation and Distribution of 


Cadres 


Reflections on the 60th Anniversary Great 


October Revolution 

VII POLITICAL VOCABULARY 
Critisisim and self-criticisim 
Public opinion; on Democracy 
Tke Mode of Production 


Productives Forces and Production 
tions 


On Fatriotism; on Nationalism and Prole- 


tarian Internationalism 

On Commodity 

VIII ART AND CULTURE 

Art and Revolution 

A Report on BANFAS 

Festac 77: Negritude or Socialism 
Reflectionss on Festic’ 77 

The Heart of Festac (Part one) 
The Heart of Festac (Part Two) 


The Somali Revolution and the 
ment of National Culture 


Somali Patriotic Poetry (Part One) 


Somali Patriotic Poetry (Part Two) 


Rela 


Develop- 


The Emergence of Somali Written Stories 


and Novels 
On the Somali Play «Movement» 


The Political theater 
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The Somali Cultural Unity 
The Somali Language 


IX BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS 


The Philosophy of the Somali Revolution( 


Jaalle Siad’s Eid EL FITR Address 


Jaalle Siad’s Eigth Anniversary Address 


Somali - Benin Communique 
Under Development Can be overcome 
A Presidential Directives 


Socialist Books in the Somali Language 


The Political Economy of Underdevelop.— 


ment 
Children’s Stories 


The Party of a New Type «Somali 
Bock» 


In Commemoration of Karl Marx 


Two Somali Dictionnaries 


Text 


Lenin on Youth 


SYL Memorandum to the UNO 
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Cont, from Page 25 
The people of Western Somalia 
and Eritrea have experienced bru- 
tal colonial policies very unlike 
the paternalistic colonialism ex- 
ercised by Sweden over Norway. 
Forthly, as a result of brutal 
colonialist practices. the resistance 
struggles in Eritrea and Western 
Somalia have been intensive and 
drawn out, The genocidal wars 
waged by Haile Sellessia and Men- 
gistu Haile Marian have only 
served to solidify tre will of the 
coloniazed peoples for self-deter- 
determination and independence. 


Fifty and finally, it follows 
from the above that should Ethio- 
pia recognize and implement the 
right of self-determination of peo- 


ples, a healthy foundation would 
be laid for a movement towards 
cooperations and unity of the peo- 
ple of Ethiopia, Eritrea Western 
Somalia and the Somali Democra- 
tic Republic. Today we witness 
great solidarity cooperation 
between Sweden and Norway, A 
genuinely decolonized Ethiopia will 
pave the way for even greater coo- 
peration and unity among all the 
peoples of the Horn. 


SELF-DETERMINATION 
MOTES UNITY 


and 


PRO- 


History clearly shows that the 
principle of self-determination faci- 
litates efforts aimed at bringing 
about cooperation and unity. The 
Pan-African moyement has always 
considered African unity in the light 


SoS es 


of unconditional African self- 
determination. «Eradication of 
all forms of colonization from Afri- 
ca «remains a basic objectives of 
the OAU charter In wanting to 
perpetuate the colonization of 
Western Somalia and Eritrea. Ethio 
pia is obliged to distort the basic 
principles behind the movement 
for African unity. As we showed 
above, Pan-Africanist conference 
enthusiastically hailed the 
ment for the independence and un! 
fication of the Comarouns and 


Somalia. 


move- 


The Liberation of Eritrea and 
Western Somalia will help to prom- 
ote greater unity in the Horn of Af- 
tica as part of the steps needed 
to achieve greater African unity. 
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